
Generation
Kering

FashionScoops
Kering, in partnership
with CIBJO theWorld

JewelleryConfederation
andwith thescientific

coordinationof Poli.Design

– Politecnico di Milano,

announcedLee Min Seo
and lanyan as winners of

the first Kering Generation
Award X Jewelryat the JCK
tradeshowSaturday.

Centeredaround
the theme “Second
Chance, First Choice,” the

competitioninvited both
studentsand start-ups
to design apieceor a
collectionof jewelry. The

program pulled from a
diversepool ofapolicants

from 10 world-renowned

universitiesandacademies

specializing in jewelry and

sustainability, aswell as
establishedstart-ups– and

four finalists wereselected
by thejury: twostudents
and two start-ups.

In the student’s
categorythewinner is Lee

Min Seo, who attended

Hongik University in

SouthKorea.Her jewelry

collection is madefrom

the discardedleatherof

the jang-gu, a traditional

Korean percussion
instrument,promoting
culturalpreservationand

reimagining traditional

Korean music in a new

cyclical form.

In the start-upscategory
the winner is lanyan, a
Chinesebrandwhose
collectionshighlight

fracturedopalsand
forgotten,unusualstones

oftenoverlooked in

conventionaljewelry
for their rawbeauty.By

choosingimperfector
fractured gems, lanyan
revivestraditional
valuesandgivesnew
life to materialsthrough

craftsmanship.Enamels,

recycledmetalsand
modulartechniques
furthersupportthe
brand’s sustainable

approach. Promoting a
circulareconomy, each

piece is designedto be

repaired, transformedor

recomposed.
This first-of-its-kind

jewelry award is the next

chapterof theGeneration

conceptKering launched

for fashionandtextiles
in China in 2018,then
extended in Japanand
SaudiArabia.

Thejury for the jewelry
award included François-

Henri Pinault, chairman
andchiefexecutiveofficer

of Kering; Marie-Claire
Daveu, chiefsustainability
andinstitutionalaffairs
officer of Kering;Hélène

Poulit-Duquesne,CEO

of Boucheron;Sabina

Belli, CEOof Pomellato;
ChristopheArtaux, CEO of

Qeelin; GaetanoCavalieri,
presidentof CIBJO; Iris

Vander Veken,executive
directorof Watch&

JewelleryInitiative 2030;

BernadettePinet-Cuoq,
presidentof UFBJOP;Alba

Cappellieriheadof jewelry

and full professorat
Politecnicodi Milano; Sarin
Bachmann,groupvice
presidentof JCK andElisa

Niemtzow,vicepresident
of BSR.

According to Kering the

goalof the program is to

fosteran international

community of young
studentsandstartups
willing to innovate the

industry as it moves forward
with thenext generation.

THOMAS WALLER

Lee Min

Seo’s jewelry.
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