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Balmain'sOlivier Rousteingto Be
Honoredby TheMuseumat FIT

He will win the 2025

Couture CouncilAward

for Artistry ofFashion.
BY LISA LOCKWOOD

Olivier Rousteing,creativedirectorof

Balmain,will receive the2025 Couture
Council Award for Artistryof Fashionat the
Couture Council of The Museum at FIT´‘s
annualluncheon on Sept.3.

Theeventwill takeplaceat the DavidH.

Koch Theaterat Lincoln Centerin NewYork

City.

The eventmarks thearrival of NewYork

Fashion Week,with proceedsbenefiting
TheMuseum at FIT, the only museumin
New York dedicatedexclusivelyto theart of
fashion.

JaneDeFlorio, corporatedirectorat

Vivid SeatsInc., andStephanieLoeffler,

philanthropistandboardmemberof the
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,will

serveasco-chairs.Bloomingdale’s will serve

asthepresentingsponsorof the luncheon,
anextensionof Bloomingdale’s longstanding

commitmentto celebrateandsupportthe

artof fashion. (Nordstrom hadsponsored
the luncheonfor the past five years.)

Formore than a decadeRousteing has

beenthe creativedirectorof the Balmain
house. In 2011,hewasselected to head

Balmain’sdesign team,becomingone

of theyoungesttalentsnamedto leada
historicParisian fashion houseatthe ageof
25.During the past10 yearsRousteinghas

beenbuildingon thelegacyofthehouse’s
founder,PierreBalmain, whointroduceda
fresh, feminine andsurprising “New French

Style” to postwarcouture.

Beginningwith inspirations pulled
directly from the house’sarchives, and fully

utilizing the Balmain atelier’s traditional

couturetechniques,Rousteinghasbeen
ableto createhis owndistinctivestyle atthe
historic house.

The designer wasborn in 1985 and was

adopted from a French orphanage at a

young ageand raised in Bordeaux. He
studied fashion at Paris’ EcoleSuperieure

desArts etTechniquesdela Mode.At

18, hemovedto Italy, whereheworked

at Roberto Cavallifor five years androse

throughtheranksto the postofdesigner
for the men’s and women’s ready-to-wear
collections. Whentheopportunity arosefor

himto return to Paristo work at Balmain,
Rousteingtook it, forminga partof the

“Receiving The Museum at FIT’s Couture

Council Award for Artistry of Fashion is a
profoundhonorandauniquemomentof

reflection,” Rousteing said. “Style is not
merely about clothing; it’s about the art

of expressionandthe beautiful stories we
share.Throughoutmyjourneyat Balmain,

I’ve alwayspushed boundaries and

challengedconventionalnotions of beauty
to offer newandunexpectednarratives.

This award celebratesnotjustmywork
andmyincredibleteam,but thecollective

spiritof boldnessandcreativitythatfuels

our industryaswe continueto redefinethe
world of fashion.”

Dr. JoyceF. Brown, presidentof FIT,said,

“Appointed to his postat Balmain at the

ageof 25 as the youngest creativedirector

in Parissince Yves SaintLaurent, Olivier

Rousteinghashadamajor influence on
the industry. Olivier’s path asa visionary

youngdesigner is especially inspiringto our
students,andwe celebratehis cultivation of

abroadand inclusive clientele over thepast
14 years at Balmain.”

Valerie Steele,directorofTheMuseum at

FIT,said, “We are delighted to honor Olivier

Rousteingof Balmain, whosefashions have

attracteda diverse global audiencethrough
the famous Balmain Army. Olivier’s strong
andbeautifulfashions havebeenfeatured
in a numberofmajorexhibitionsatThe

Museum at FIT, including ‘Paris, Capital of
Fashion”’ (2019), ‘Africa’s FashionDiaspora’
(2023)andthe forthcoming ‘Dress, Dreams
andDesire’ (2025). I havesuchrespectfor

Olivier Rousteing, who is notonlyavery
talenteddesignerbut also a thoughtful and
genuine person.”

DeniseMagid,chiefmerchantat
Bloomingdale’s, said, “I am honored to

supportthe2025 annualCouture Council

Luncheon,both onbehalfof Bloomingdale’s
andpersonallyas a memberof theFIT
Boardof Trustees.Weareespecially thrilled

that this impressiveaward will recognize
our incredible partner,the esteemed
fashionhouseBalmain and well-deserving
Olivier Rousteing, who hascontributed

to innovationandcreativitywithin the
industrythrough his designs.”

Pastrecipientsof the CoutureCouncil
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Grazia Chiuri of Dior, WesGordon of
CarolinaHerrera,Christian Louboutin,
Narciso Rodriguez,Thom Browne, Albert

Kriemler of Akris, Manolo Blahnik, Carolina

Herrera,MichaelKors, Oscardela Renta,

Valentino, Karl L acerfeldof Chanel,Dries

Van Noten, IsabelToledo, Albert Elbazof
Lanvin andRalphRucci. In 2008, Giorgio
Armani received aspecialaward for Global

FashionLeadership.

Olivier Rousteing
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