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In yetanothersignof his

commitment to “humanistic
capitalism” and his

personalattachmentto
his native Umbria region,
Brunello Cucinelli unveiled

onThursdayanewinitiative

aimedatfosteringcivic

cultureand responsibility.
Conceivedby the

designerandentrepreneur,
the project is called“Week
of Guardianship”andaims
to raisepublic awareness
aroundthepreservation

of andcare for urban
andnaturallandmarks

of the city of Perugia,

thecapitalof theUmbria

region, some9 miles from

Solomeo,thehamlethome
to the Brunello Cucinelli

headquarters.
A registeredtrademark,

the “Week of Guardianship”
is to beheld Sept. 15 to 21

in the city in partnership
with themunicipality, as

well aswith thesupportof
theUmbria Region andthe
University for Foreignersof

Perugia.
“I like to think that this

Weekof Guardianshipwill

find joyful participation
from all Perugians and

beyond,urging them to

recognizethe importance
of eachpersoncaring for a

smallpartof oursplendid
city of Perugia, a heritage of

humanity,”Cucinelli said.
In typical Cucinelli

parlance,he referenced
ancientAthenianswho said

that “if the doorway to your
homeis clean,the whole

city is clean,” andRoman

Emperor Hadrian’s sense
of responsibilitytoward

beautyin the world.

The projectstems
fromthe simple premise,
Cucinellistressed,that
citizensshouldbetriagered
to engagein asharedeffort

toward "beautification”
of the public spaces,
beginning with simple
touch-ups to the facadeof
one'shome,nurturingthe
plantsin one'sgarden,and

maintainingthe cleanliness

of one'sgate.
“I believe thateverything

can beginwith caringfor

one'sown doorway.A

cleanedandpolisheddoor

will be more beautiful..

[driving] avirtuous circle

to besparkedwhereby all

will feel responsible for the

city's beautyandrespectful
of its territory. You will see,
|am certain,that whenwe

restoredignity to certain

cornersof thecity, ourvery
soulswill benefitand feel

lighter,”Cucinelli said.

“We needto give back

dignity tothe city andits
citizensandthiswill ensure
prosperityfor both,” he
offered.

Theproject is to

bepresentedto local

associationsand
businesseson Friday

evening at theTeatro
Cucinelli theater in

Solomeo, laying the
foundationsfor definingthe
week’s agendaof initiatives

andactivities.
Cucinellisaidthat

theprojectis intended
to dismantlethe

misconceptionthat
public spacesonly

concernauthoritiesand

governments,trying instead

to instill the ideathatanyone
canand should care.

"By learning to take care
aboutpublic spacespeople
feel like theybelong,” said

Vittoria Ferdinandi, the

mayor of Perugia
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