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NorwegianLuggageFirm Db WelcomesNew Investors
Erling Braut Haalandand
GustavMagnarWitzùe
becomeminority investors

alongsideLVMH Luxury
Ventures Fund as the firm

charts international expansion.
BY MILES SOCHA

PARIS– Norwegian luggagefirm Db,
whichattractedaninvestmentfrom LVMH

LuxuryVenturesFundlast December,has

broughton two moreminority investors

with bold-facednamesasit charts further
global expansion.

Football starErling BrautHaaland,a
striker for PremierLeagueclub Manchester

City, andsalmon heirandfashionmodel

GustavMagnar Witzùe, who walkedin

Thom Browne’s fall 2023 fashion show, have
also taken stakes in thefirm.

Financial termswerenot disclosed,

however, Db said HaalandandWitzùe
would “play active rolesalongside [LVMH

Luxury Ventures] in supportingDb’s

global expansion.”
“We always look for like-minded people

whoshareour ambitions, passion and

mindset,” Truls Brataas,founder of Db, said

in astatement sharedwith WWD. “Erling
andGustav are two exceptionalindividuals
who dareto dreambig andfollow upwith

theworkneededto reachexcellence.”
Witzùe, who causeda stir when he

attendedthe2024 Met Galadressedin a
blush-coloredbodysuitsmatteredwith

gemstones,is a significant shareholder of
salmonfish farming companySalMar ASA,

oneof Norway’s largestcompanies.
“I have spentmost of my life at the

intersection of fashion andbusiness,”
hesaid in a statement. “With Db, I get to
combinethesetwo worldsandbepartof

auniqueScandinaviansuccessstorythat i

s just beginning.”
Haaland,who hasbeenspottedtraveling

with Db’s RamverkProcase,said “this is a

productspaceI personallylove, and I see

a verystrongbusiness casefor the wider

internationalmarket,notablyaroundits

luggagerange.
“I’m fascinatedby how Db combines

functionalitywith a cleanScandinavian

aesthetic,” addedthe athlete, who also plays

onNorway’s national team.
Knownfor itssturdy, functionalbagsand

enthusiastic following among surfers, skiers,
skatersandother outdoorenthusiasts,Db

caseswereoriginallymarketedunder the
brandnameDouchebagswhenthefirm

wasfoundedin 2012. (According to theDb

website, theworddouchebagdoesn’thave

the sameconnotationwith Norwegians
andSwedesas it doeswith native English

speakers.)

Today, Db makes arange of luggage,

backpacks,duffels, totes andaccessories
from mostlyrecycled materials, with

proprietaryinnovationsfor protecting

gear,andconnecting multiple bags for

easiercarrying.
While its coremarketremainsNorth

Europe,Db is acceleratinggrowthin the
U.S. andAsiaandeyeingexpansionin
Denmark,the Netherlands, theU.K. andthe

Baltics, asreported.

“Erling’s global appealwill significantly
raise Db’s brandawarenessbeyond

Scandinavia,accompanyingits international
development ambitions,” commented
Richard Collier, chief executiveofficer ofDb.

“And Gustav brings deepinsights into the

fashion world – a segment we’re expanding

rapidly throughpremiumproductsanda
selectivedistributionstrategy.This
powerfulduo bringstremendousstrategic
value to the brand.”
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RichardCollier,Gustav

Magnar Witzùe,Erling Braut
Haalandand Truls Brataas.

Magnar Witzùe
atthe2024
Met Gala.

MagnarWitzùe on
Thom Browne's

fall 2023runway.
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