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ChanelCelebratesU.K. Centenary
With aPicasso,BalletandEnglishStars

“Everything goesback to

Gabrielle Chaneland the

U.K. still hasthis special place
for the house,”said Elizabeth

Anglès d'Auriac, president

of ChanelU.K., in an interview

aheadof the brand’s intimate

dinner for 100 guests.
3Y HIKMAT MOHAMMED

LONDON __ Chanel is celebratingits
100vearsisinthe IJ_K in tynical Gabrielle

“Coco” Chanel fashion.

The Frenchbrand’s centenary kicked off

with an intimate 100-guest dinnerand a
ballet performancebehinda Pablo Picasso

stage cloth at the V&A EastStorehousein
Stratford’s QueenElizabeth Dlympic Park.

Friends,executivesandambassadors

of Chanel–including presidentof fashion

andpresidentof ChanelSASBruno
Pavlovsky,chiefexecutiveofficer Leena
Nair, presidentof ChanelU.K. Elizabeth

Anglèsd’Auriac, Keira Knightley,Jenna
Coleman,Ellie Bamber,PeterSaville, Bel

Powley, Douglas Booth, GretaBellamacina

and Lily Allen satdown for a meal
surroundedby thousandsof objects and

artifacts older than100 years.
Knightley, who hasbeenanambassador

for Chanel since 2006,wasamazedby the

vastnessof the venue.Thespacecould

easilyrival her personalcollection of
pieces from thehouse.

Shedescribedher personal Chanel

wardrobeas “quite good, but it’s notquite
100years.” Her favorite pieces she’s worn
over theyears is a “purple ‘50s ballgown

with asheerT-shirt top, which was one
of Karl Lagerfeld’s thatI woreto the
Toronto Film Festival for the premiereof
‘Atonement’.”

The actresswore alongwhite shirtdress
with an embroidereddresson top from the
brand’s fall 2025 collection. “Thank God

they do summer looks,” shejoked.

Knightley is in themidst ofjuggling work
andsummer with her children.Shewill start

shooting the second seriesof the Netflix

show “Black Doves” soonand she’s just
beenonareshootfor herupcomingfilm

“The Woman in Cabin 10” basedon anovel

by Ruth Ware that Simon Stone is directing.
“It’s a thriller seton a superyacht. [I

said yes to theproject] becauseSimon

lovedand thoughtit wassoweird thathe
wanted to do a flashy thriller becausehe’s
avery serious theaterdirector. It’s such an
interestingcombination,”shesaid.

Asked if this couldbe her forayinto stage

acting, she said, “maybe, who knows?””
The Englishactor Powleywasalso taken

by the venue’s charm.She took afew
snapshotsof theobjectsonhermobile

phonebeforesitting down for dinner.
Despitethe hot Britishweatheroutside,

Powleywascommittedto her Chanel

shorttweeddresswith aruffledfeather
necklinethat shedescribedas “verv bird-

like and beautiful.”
Shehasbeenclimatized to hot weather

after filming in Jamaicafor the pastmonth
for herupcomingseries “Inheritance”
starringGugu Mbatha-Raw andJohnny
Lee Miller.

“It’s quite adark, horror-inspired project
andthe overarching themesare racial

identity andpolitics. It’s split between

two timelines,the modernday and1760
in Jamaicaaboutthe legacyof colonialism

andslavery. It’s a really eye-opening,

important and uniqueproject that I’m
really proud to bea part of,” shesaid.

Powley hasjust been announcedto join
the cast of the HBO series “Harry Potter”
playing theroleof AuntPetunia.She

fondly remembersreadingall thebooks

growingup.
Fantasy,on andoff screen,was the

subjectof conversations.
Colemanwas readyto talk about

enteringbackinto fantasywith the
secondseriesof the hit Netflix show “The
Sandman”comingoutin July.She plays
dual characters:Johanna Constantine,

anoccult detective,and Lady Johanna

Constantine,an18th-century aristocrat.

“[My favorite part] is the Gothic-noir in

natureandgenre,alsoenteringanother

realm. It’s a very unique visual,” she said,
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“There’s a nod to [the] character[of
JohannaConstantine],” shejoked.

In contrastto Coleman’sgothic look,
Bamberwasdressedin blue tweed to

matchthe blue skiesoutsidewith ared
velvetbagthatoutlined roses.

“I am veryhot, butI don’t mind because
the color is absolutely amazing,” shesaid.

Bamber is no stranger to fashion and
hasbeenworkingwith Chanel for over
fiveyears,but soon she will betakingon
therole of Kate Moss in “Moss & Freud,”
followingthe supermodel’srelationship
with the artistLucianFreud,who painted
hernudein 2002.

Shegotinto characterby spendinga lot
of time with Moss,whoisa produceron
the film. “I looked at so many images of
herandI workedwith peoplewho helped

mecurateherwithin the film,” she said,
addingthat sheeven took on the model’s
nativeCroydonaccent.

Themusician Allen is dippingher toes
backinto acting this summer as Hedda

Gabler in “Hedda” at the Theatre Royal

Bath in a reimaginingof HenrikIbsen’s
classical plav “Hedda Gabler,’» ofa woman

alreadyboredof her marriagewhenshe

returnsfrom herhoneymoon.
“I said ‘yes’ to it becauseit seemed

like a badidea,in away that it was really

challenging, 5oT felt like throwingmyself

into,” shesaid.
Allen hasbeenworkingwith thehouseof

Chanelfor nearlytwo decadesandherlook

of the evening ashortstraplessblack-and-

white dresswith the cc logo was inspired

by how sheusedto dressback in 2008,

ayearbeforeshebecamethefaceof the

brand’sCoco Cocoon handbagline.

“Ihaveso manyChanelpieces,I reckonI
have 100pieces, including accessories,that’s
if you counted every shoeindividually,” she

said charmingly with laughter.

Chanel’sWorld Stage
Chanel,like its friendsandambassadorsof

thestage andscreen,took the opportunity
to show what they’ve been working on,a

reimagination of “Le Train Bleu” with the

English National Ballet for their centenary.
Theone-act performance dates back to

1924 andwasperformedin front of stage
cloth borrowing Pablo Picasso’s“Deux
femmes courant sur la plage.” Gabrielle

Chanelcostumedtheperformancethat

was basedon a scenario by JeanCocteau

andchoreographedbyBronislavaNijinska

to musicby Darius Milhaud for Serge

Diaghilev’s LesBallets Russes.
Theballet incorporates all things

Chanel: the FrenchRiviera, sports,
flirtation and knitwear.

becauseit just capturestheglamour
and free spirit of the Roaring ’20s, but
there’s alsothese chic looks thatare

similar to how things arenow,” said Stina

Quagebeur,associatechoreographeratthe

English National Ballet.

When the dancersstartedtheir fittings

in Chanel lycracostumesprinted with

knitwear they naturallygot into character.

Quagebeurwantedtheshortballet to

spotlightthe individual nine principal
dancersinsteadof creatingabig narrative.

The dancers,someperforminga duet,

comeon andoff the stagelocking eyes
with eachotherand smirking,hinting at

summerlove affairs.

In thelead-upto the originalballet,
Nijinska andCocteaudisagreedon the
directionof thenarrativewith Nijinska

wantinga storyline,while Cocteau

preferringanabstractretelling.
“I decidedto focus more on the abstract

sideandincorporatingtheathleticism

andpushingthevirtuosoof thedancers,”
saidQuagebeur,addingthat for oneof the

charactersbasedon the1920stennisplayer
SuzanneLenglen,shewantedher torun
instead of elegantly leaping across thestage.

“Le Train Bleu” fits with the Picasso

stageclothof two womenwith windswept
hair runningby thesea.

Chanelhasbeen supportingthe
conservationofthe cloth,which is

now ondisplay in the David andMolly
Lowell Borthwick Gallery at the V&A East

Storehouse.

Averything Returnsto
Gabrielle Chanel
GabrielleChanel’slove affair with the

Englishhasbeena well documented

oneand it’s one that thebrand continues

to add to.

Her romance with Arthur “Boy” Capel
andsubsequentlyHughGrosvenor,the
secondDukeof Westminster,started
long beforethe1920s,but it was in 1925

that the designerwentonto registering
ParfumsChanel Limited in theU.K.;

ayearprior shehadestablishedLes
ParfumsChanel in France.

“Everythinggoesback to Gabrielleand
the U.K. still has this specialplacefor the
housebecausewe still sourcetweedand
cashmerefrom the U.K.,” said Anglès
d’Auriac in an interview.

In timesof hard luxury, shecalls the
eventsof Chanel’s U.K celebrations

serendipity
“Thingsbecomeevidentand ideasbubble

upwhenyoul startgetting interestedin your
local environment,your clients andthe

cultureenvironment Wealwaysthink about
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ourheritage, but it’s also in our presentand

future,” said Anglès d’Auriac.
There are more surprises in store for the

rest of the year.

Anglèsd’Auriac is honing onhow
toybestshow the brand’s creation and

craftsmanship in a culturally relevant way
to their clients through Chanel’s retail and
boutiquefootprint.

“The beautyof working in the U.K. is that

it’s still a sourceof inspiration for the house

andwe:’ve had our headquarters here since

2018,which shows itsimportanceand close

proximity to France,” she said.

Thebrandhasbeen ona high in the U.K.

since 2023 when it staged“Gabrielle Chanel.

FashionManifesto” at the Victoria & Albert

Museum andaMétiersd’Art collection in
Manchester.

The slowdowninluxury spending may
haveshakenconsumerconfidence,but in

the U.K. Chanel’sbestsellersarecoming
out of its newly launched Métiers d’Art
collection in stores; the Chanel 25 handbag
that British pop starDua Lipa is the faceof

andthe jewelry line Coco Crush.

Anglès d’Auriac also revealed that other
in-demandproducts includethe LesBeiges

Healthy Glow Bronzing Cream;thecoco
Mademoiselle pursesprayand the Chance

Eau Splendide, which hadits own pop-up
on ChanceStreetin Shoreditch,

GabrielleChanel famouslysaid, “I l have

alwayssucceededwith the English, don’t
know why.” But perhaps her superstitions
knewwhy.

Keira Knightley
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Chanel's ‘LeTrain Bleu"

with theEnalish NationalBallet

atthe V&A FastStorehouse
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