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Paris’ GrandPalaisCompletes
Five-yearDennuiatinn

Chanel’s craftsmanship
hub Lel9M designeda

monumental curtain for the
expandedcentral section of

thelandmarkbuilding.
BY JOELLE DIDERICH

PARIS – TheGrandPalaishas

fully reopenedfollowingthe most

comprehensiveoverhauleverundertaken

of the storiedParis landmark,built for the
1900UniversalExhibition.

After unveilingthe mainnaveof the
glass-and-steelbuilding last year,just in
time for the 2024Paris Olympic Games,
officials onThursdaycelebratedthe

completionof thefive-year, 486 million

euro renovation.
Theproject led by Paris-based

studioChatillonArchitectesinvolved

knockingdown apartition wall separating
the front andbackof thebuilding,
increasingthe spacesaccessibleto the
publicby 140percent.

Thecentralaxis is modular,thanks

to a monumentalcurtaindesigned
andproducedby Chanel,the exclusive

privatesponsorof the renovation,via its

craftsmanshiphubLe19M.

The mobile partition, which is 49feet

longand26 feethigh, is madeup of nine
sectionsandrequired720hoursof work

by thespecialtyateliers,collaborating
underthe supervisionof StudioMTX, the
interior designdepartmentof embroidery
workshopMontex.

“It’s the first time MTX hascoordinated
all of the workshopsat Le19M on ajoint
architectureproject,” said Mathieu Bassée,
artisticdirectorof StudioMTX.

Thesidesof the curtainaresewnwith

70 ornamentalstrips, eachrepresenting

a specific skill set. Lesageembroidered
tweedwith sequinsandpearls,while

Lemarié createda marquetryof feathers.

Gold- and silversmithGoossensmade

hammeredbrasscherryblossoms,while

hatmakerMaisonMichel assembled
sectionsoffelt, grosgrainribbon andraffia.

Thecolor of the curtainwasdesignedto
matchthesignaturegrayish greenof the

building’s ironwork.

“We did hundredsof colortestswith
andwithout light to ensurethat it blended

of greenfoundin the buildings.Wealso
workedonthetransparencyof thefabric

in ordernot to blockout thelight coming
from the nave,” saidBassée.

Chanel resumedstaging fashion shows

at the Grand Palais last fall after a four-year
break,andrecentlyheld adinner at the

venue’s newrestaurant,Le Grand Café,

a soaringbrasseriedesignedby Joseph
Dirandwith a terracethat looks acrossat
the PetitPalais.

It will bejoined by a mezzanine-level

café, ledby Michelin-starredchefThierry
Marx, namedRésédaafter the building’s
predominanthue.

The Chatillonteamalso added40
elevatorsandlifts, alongside30 staircases,
to provideaccessto thelabyrinth of
modernizedexhibitionspaceson the
upper floors.

“Get lost in the Grand Palais,because

we keepgettinglosthereeveryday, so

my guessis the samethingwill happen
to you,” GrandPalaispresidentDidier
Fusilliersaidjokingly.

Since taking over 18 months ago, hehas

setaboutrevampingthe functioningof the

venue, which hasa surface areaof 775,000

squarefeet and20galleriesto fll.
Plannedeventsrangefrom marquee

exhibitionsstagedin tandemwith major
museums,suchasthe PompidouCenter,
the Louvre and the Musée d’Orsay,
to large-scaleconcertsandpopular

initiatives,like a temporaryice rink.
ThePompidouCenter,whichis

preparingto shutterfor its ow1 extensive,
multiyear renovation,coproducedthe

“Niki de Saint Phalle, Jean Tinguely, Pontus
Hulten” exhibitionthat opensto the public

on Friday, aswell asthe “Art Brut” show

on displayon anotherfloor.
Thereis alsoanexhibitionon

“Royal Tapestries” featuring 16 large-

scale tapestriesdesignedby Danish

contemporaryartists,coproducedby the
Grand Palaiswith France’s Manufactures

Nationalesandthe Danish
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Pompidou Center, calledit a “magical”
momentof unity betweeninstitutions.

“There’s been a lot of talk aboutcultural

policy lately. Ourresponseis to bestronger
together,” he said. “Despite the criticism,

despitethe diatribes,more thanever, the
PompidouCenteris alive thanksto the

geniusof Didier Fusillier.”
His pointed remarksunderscored

theuncertaintyfacingthe Palais de
laDécouverte,thescientificmuseum
previouslysealedoff by anon-original
partition wall. Its removalrestoresan

originalsightline thathad not beenseen
since1937, revealingthe splendorof the
adjoining Palais d’Antin, with its Beaux-

Arts architectureandvast mosaicfloor.

A group of employeesof Universcience,
whichruns the museum,clusteredoutside

on Thursdaymorning to drawattention
to their petitiondemandingclarity about

the fateof the institution, whichhoused

a planetariumaswell as another room
dedicatedto electricity.

Fusillier said thathe hadno intentionof

“ejecting” science from the building,but
saidit madenosenseto havethe Palais

de la Découverteoperateseparatelyfrom
the rest.

“I don’t understandwhy peoplewant it

to gobackto how it was before,because

it didn’t work. It was a catastrophe,”he

said. “We want peopleto be able to seethe

building in its entiretybecausetaxpayer
moneypaid for this, afterall, soI think

theydeserveto enjoy it.”

The Rotonde d’Antin atthe

renovatedGrandPalais in Paris.
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