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RESORT2026
Therearemanydilemmasthatpop upin

theindustry now andagain: shouldfashion
makeonedreamor shouldit sell?Shouldit
reflect the moment Or offer an escapefrom

reality?In times whenestablishedbrands
andindie labels alike arescratchingtheir
headsto find the right formulato reverse
the slump in luxury sales, the answers

mightbecontrasting.
Butprobablyfewthingshave been

dartedmore with suchquestionsthan
AlessandroMichele'swork atValentino,

which overthepastyearhaspolarized
the fashionaudience,who areeither
enthusiasticabouthis unique,flamboyant
style or criticizingit as Gucci redux.

Both cannowhave their takeona slight

shift.
Forresort2026,Micheleconjureda

fun look book showing his tribe on abed,
mainlysleepingbut alsooccasionally
playing the guitar, doingacrossword
puzzle,takingselfiesor havingasnack.
While one can fantasizeabout what these

characters are dreamingof, Michele seems
to have wokenup to reality.

Stilloozinghis distinctivehandwriting,
theseimagesrevealedalesscharged
approachto looks,whichgave more
clarity to his designs as well asthose
affinities between his andthe brand’s
codesthat sometimegetlost in the

razzmatazzof runwayshows.

Thewomen’sofferingwasutterly

feminine, with all its chiffon dresses;

polkadot ruchedgowns;bouclésetsin

candytones;bon-ton skirt suits, andgirly
A-line dresseswith cutouts, as well ascute

croppedcardiganswith laceinsertspaired
with pencil skirts with featherytrims to
createpastelcolorblocking.

Floralembroideries,ruffles,bowsand
heartshapeswere recurrentelements,
as were the bourgeois undertoneand the

echoesof the ‘70s and ‘80s Thesesurfaced
in the more bohoprinted frocks,broderie
anglaisedresses,denimseparatesand

folk-inflected vests, as wellas the flared
silhouettesof pants that camewith fitted

blazer jacketsin tailoring.
Thecollectioncharminglyping-

ponged betweenthe ornamentalandthe
streamlined,bothlovely in their own way.
The introduction of gobelinjacketsadded
to the opulentvelvetonesembroidered

with sequinsandbeadsandthestrong
graphismof theluxe outerwearpieces,
which rangedfrom shearlingtrimmedcoats

to shorteroptionsin animaliermotifs.
Thestunningeveningwearalternated

betweendelicatetulle gownsandmatching
capesrichly embellishedandsequinedand
essential dresses,including a long-sleeved

one in the house’s signature redwith aside

gatheringandslitanda ylack-and-ivory
numberwith see-throughdetailing on the
front.

Whatif fashion dreamsandsalescould

coexist, after all? Looking at his résumé,
Michele surelyknowsa thingor two about

it. –SandraSalibian
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