
macs,flood pants,retro tracksuits,leather

car coatsandshrunken sweaters– in a
freewheelingway.

Newpropositionsincludedboatneck
sweatersandsmocks,plus armyshirts

elongatedto tunic length.Pantswere
optional in at leasta third of the exits.

Strawflowerpothatsandblackdress
socks= worn with nearlyeverythingand
slidinto driving moccasinsandbi-color
boatshoessconfoundedthingsfurther.
Were theseyoungmendressingfor the

office, the beach, thegym, a mountain

hike, abest-legs contest?

Even if you couldn’tpinpointthe wearing

occasion,you felt the familiar Prada-ness

of nerdychic, herein amoreyouthfuland

ganglyguise,the uniformly
slenderandshrunkenshapes
goingagainstthegrainof most
otherMilan collections.

Whatalso cameto the
fore werestriking color
combinations– khakiand

lavender,redwith sky blue,
celadonandpink the
crispnessof the fabricsandan
appealing,low-key forlornness
reinforcedby thejangly
musicand the overwhelming

opennessof the space.
Theshowmadeyou think
and it offeredrespiteat the

sametime. – Miles Socha

TheReviews
Prada
What’s insidethefashion bubbleat Prada
this season?

Miuccia PradaandRafSimonsconjured
a utopian scene afield of flower-shaped

shagcarpetsdottedacrossthevast
concretefloor of FondazionePrada,natural

light leaking into thespace,alongwith

birdsongandcowbellsfrom thespeakers.
Their springshowechoedthemoodof

Rineke Dijkstra’s arresting1993 portrait of
anadolescentboy onthe beachin Odessa,

Ukraine,wearingburgundyswimming
trunks that are atad too big: He’s the
pictureof vulnerability,but alsodignified
andproud.

“We wanted a change of tone,” Prada
told acrushof reportersafter the show.

“The oppositeof the aggression, power
andnastinessthat runsthe world now. So

we try to makealittle contributionwith

somethinggenuine,nice.”
“Something that is calming,

positiveandbalanced,”Simonsadded

as he sipped a tiny glassbottleof Coca-

Cola. “Freedom to expressyourselfthe

way you want.”
PradaandSimons openedtheirdisplay

with astarched white camp shirt tucked

partially intobloomers,which hadthe same

gawky aspectof thetrunkswork byDijkstra’s
bather, resembling thosepapercutout-doll

garmentsheldonwith flimsy tabs.
The designerswenton to scramblemany

familiar Pradagarments featherlight
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