
Saint Laurent's Paris fashion week show takes audience on a

holiday to Fire Island

Sunglasses and bright colours dominated a beach-ready collection, as director

Anthony Vaccarello namechecked artists who documented LGBTQ+ life

Lauren Cochrane

Fire Island, the holiday destination near New York, has been associatedwith the LGBTQ+ community

since the 30s. It has inspired books (Edmund White's 1973 novel, Forgetting Elena), a 2022 eponymous
romcom andnow, a fashionshow for Saint Laurent.

Taking place at Parisfashion weekin 30C heatmore suitedto a vacation,the show notesnamedthe beach

spot as a reference for the creative director, Anthony Vaccarello. They placed the show "somewhere

betweenParis andFire Island, whereescapebecomeselegance,anddesirebecomesalanguage".

The collection started with this mood: the first look was a pair of short shorts worn with a silk shirt and

sunglasses.There'slittle doubt this shapewill be ontrend for men next year,with Pradaalso showing it in
their show in Milan last week.

But as well as beach-readyitems, the detail of shorts found their way on to the waistband of tailoring and

pastel colours ideal for summer. There wasa lot of workwear too, but rather than the more relaxed kind

found in most offices in 2025,thesedesignscommitted to the sameextreme 80spower-dressingshoulders

seenin Vaccarello's hit womenswearcollection shown earlier this year.

Striped shirts and ties, trenchcoatsand suits were included, often in the jewel tones associatedwith the

brand. Everymodel wore sunglasses.As well ascomplementing theholiday feel andthe weatheroutside,

there was also a commercial angle: these arethe entry-level designscustomerscan purchasebefore they

canafford asuit.

Theshow took placein the grandBourse deCommerce,an former stockexchangewherethe art collection

of FrançoisPinault- the original owner of SaintLaurent's parent company,Kering - hasbeenhousedsince

2021. Themodels walked around an installation called Clinamenby Céleste Boursier-Mougenot, which

resembledthe kind of swimming pool found onholidays.

Although the text clarified that the collection wasnot nostalgic- "not homage.Not memory. Continuity"

- it was coupled with an image of a young Yves Saint Laurent wearing short shorts on atennis court in

Oranin Algeria, takenin about 1950,when the designerwasateenager.It alsonamecheckedartistsStanton,

Angus and Ellis - presumably Larry Stanton,Patrick Angus and Darrel Ellis - all of whom documented

LGBTQ+ life in the 70sand 80s,with Stantonaregular on Fire Island.
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If this collection had a subtle tribute to atime and place, Vaccarello's Saint Laurent also excels at the kind

of splashy moments that fuel the internet, and keep abrand in the fashion conversation in 2025. This month

alone, 82-year-old Christopher Walken appeared in their advertising campaign - a clever move at a time

when older legends are appreciated in fashion - and Rihanna, forever influential for her style, was spotted

wearing the brand's clothes. The thigh-high patent waders that were in the January men's shows have also

caused something of a sensation - with both Pedro Pascaland designer Marc Jacobs wearing them recently.

Even with this profile, the brand - like many luxury brands - is seeing a decline in sales. A report of

financial results across the Kering group for the first quarter of 2025 shows revenue was down 9%. This

figure puts it in the middle of its stablemates, with Gucci's revenue down 25% and Bottega Veneta's

revenue up by 4%. Kering announced Luca de Meo as the new CEO this month, and the man now charged

with improving brand performances. Unusually for fashion, de Meo's experience is from a different sector

- he was previously CEO of Renault cars. However, the industry seems to approve of the appointment. In

the run-up to the announcement, the group's stock rose by 13%.
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