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DemnaNarratesHis Balenciaga
Retrospective– All atOnce

The display featuressome
of theGeorgiandesigner’s
own clothes,andvoiceovers

simultaneouslyexnlaining50

of the 101 designson display.
BY MILES SOCHA

Thenew “Balenciagaby Demna” exhibition
in Paris featuressomeofthe Georgian

designer’sown clothes, his voice and

the irreverenceanddesigninnovationthat
defined his decade at the Parishouse.

It openswith aretrospectiveof his

fashion showinvitations a microcosm

of his wrycommentariesonluxury,
andboundary-stretchingantics– anda
rejection letterdated2007,whenhewas
astudentatAntwerp’s RoyalAcademy of

Fine Arts andhadappliedfor amenswear

internshipatBalenciaga.
“We’ve carefully reviewed your

applicationand,afterconsideration,we

will not bemovingforwardwith your
candidacyat this time,” it reads.

Demna’s voiceover– which competes
with 49others, creatingacacophonyof
voicesin avast showroomspaceat Kering

headquarters expressesrelief, for his

professionaljourney mighthave turned

out differentlyhadhereceivedayes.
After graduating with a master’sdegree

in fashion designin 2006,Demnawent

onto work for Walter vanBeirendonck,
MaisonMargiela andLouis Vuitton before
cofoundingVetementsin 2014,andassuming
the helmofBalenciagathefollowing year.

He is to wrap up his tenureonJuly 9

with aswan-song Balenciagacoutureshow

beforeofficially takingthedesignhelm of

Gucci – which heforeshadowsby including
anensemblefrom his2021 Hacking

Project,whichhingedon “conceptual
interpretationsof Gucci‘srecognizable

signatures as Balenciaga products.”
There is humor in thecontent anopen

laptopbroadcaststhe 10-minute episode
of “The Simpsons Balenciaga” screened
at his raucous “Red Carpet” show and

the methodsof display, somegarments
shownon hangarspluckedstraightfrom

the archiveracks,single shoesrotating like

anA&W signof yore.
An eerilylifelike mannequinofartist Eliza

Douglas,one of Demna’sfetishmodels, recurs

debut show for spring 2016,and a semi-

fitted gownin scubasatin from spring 2025.

A red “swing” pufferworn off the

shoulderlike an eveninggown, alsofrom
his debutcollection,showshow Demna

reinterpretedsilhouettesfrom founder
Cristôbal Balenciaga.

His penchantfor trompe-l’œilrecursin
several looks, while “ready-made” designs
include a clutch purseshapedlike astolen
side-viewmirror,and abanglecastin resin

to resemblearoll of packingtape.
In his narration,Demnaexplainsthat

heoncerepurposedarealpotatochip

bag to holdhis phoneandother essentials

while attendinganevent.Paparazziphotos
arousedcuriosityin the Lay’s andDoritosof
the world = andBalenciaga’smerchandising

team.To wit: A long-runningaccessories
franchisewasborn, thepouchescraftedin
leatherwithametallic interior.

Thedesignerincludesa fewof his

most controversial designs, including a
blue leatherduffel that resemblesan Ikea

Fraktacarryall,andhis $925 towel skirt, an
example of how “spontaneousgestures”
cansparkdesign ideas.

“I love that it makesyou question
whether this is a joke Or not,” Demna says
in his narration. “It’s great to question
things. Bye bye!”

Thetongue-in-cheek,thumb-in-the-eye
attitudeextendsthroughto the exhibition

catalogue,printed to resembleamid-

market glossywith too manycoverlines,
and afake ad for a Balenciaga watch,
bearingacasebackinsteadof the time.

In total, thereare101 exhibits

spanning30 collectionsandloadsof

experimentationin volumes,silhouettes
and attitude,includinghis “fake layering
coat” from winter 2018andperhapstoo
many “pantashoes.”

“After this, I promise it’s the last one in

this exhibition,” heimplorestowardthe
end ofthe cross-shapeddisplay.

The exhibition is opento the public
fromThursdaythroughJuly9via online
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Thecover of the exhibition catalogue,
in the format of a glossy magazine.

Gowns on display at the
"Balenciagaby Demna”

exhibition in Paris.

ABalenciaga
chip-bag pouch

displayedona
stainlesssteel

stanchion by
Andrew J.

Greene.
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A Balenciaga
lookfrom the

"Hacking
Project” with

Gucci.

A "swing” puffer
and black

pumps from

Balenciaga’s fall

2016 show.
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