
Owens reprisedthe Draculacollarsfrom
his sensationalfall collection,andalso

exploredstraps asaway for mento adorn

themselves,andsometimesopenwindows

to the flesh, giving “a suggestion of either
dangeror action, which is maybeonthe

way to heroism.”
Speakingaboutdeclineandleaninginto

things,Owenscasuallymentionedto WWD

thatheopenedanOnlyFansaccountbased

on his feet.Scoop!
He said hewas inspiredby the Countess

of Castiglione, an Italianaristocratfrom
the 18th centurywho commissioned
hundredsof photosof herself,until her
decliningyears,whensheshutteredherself

in amirror-less apartmentand “reduced
her life to photographingher feet.

“I thought it was aninterestingway
of addressingaging,” Owenssaid,while

confessingthat his colleagueswere
concernedabouthim aligninghimself
with OnlyFans,giventhatmostof its

content is explicit adult content.
His retort?

“I'm like, I startedmy careerwitha
pictureof mep-sing into my mouth,” he
said matter-of-factly, referringto a photo
montagefrom 2002 that is includedin the
exhibitioncatalogue. “I mean, this is the

mostinnocentthing I've everdone.”
MilesSocha

TheReviews
RickOwens
Many wouldsayRick Owensis ona roll,
whatwith his majorretrospectiveat the

PalaisGalliera fashion museumin Paris,
his recentstringofhit runwayshows
andhis burgeoningpopularity among

younggenerations,who dig his stalwart

independenceandunwaveringcommitment
to adistinctiveandoriginal aesthetic.

Soyouhadto chucklereadingthe

designer’s press notesfor his spring 2026

men’s collection, in which he confesses

that the exhibition ‘summonsupthoughts

of peaking,finality anddecline andI was

delighted to lean into that.”
He hadelaboratedon thissentiment

duringa recentinterviewwith WWD about
his“Temple of Love” exhibition, which

opensto the publicSaturday.
“It's very muchaboutmortality and

legacyandwhatyou leavebehind,” Owens

said aboutthe Paris showcase. “What
could possibly topthat for me?”

Andsothe designerdemonstrated

consistencywith his springeffort,

conscriptingTerry-Ann Frencken,his
first showroommodelturned cashmere

designer,to reproducesomefavorite
knits fromthe early2000s;returning to

destroyedanddeconstructedgarmentsin
acollaborationon leatherjacketswith New

York punk bandSuicide, and developing
newversionsof his fetishflight jacketsand
parkas,here in silk taffeta or nylon canvas.

“I wanted glamour, elegance and
leather,” Owens saidbackstage, sipping on
a tiny bottleof gingerbeer. “Also therehas

to bealittle bitof Hollywood Boulevard
sleaziness. becausethat’s my thing.”

He returned to the parvisbehindthe
Palais deTokyo for the standing-only
show, wheremodelswalkedanelevated
plankhigh abovethe centralbasin,
gingerlydescendingonladdersin their

Frankensteinboots,wadingthrough the
knee-deepwateranddousingthemselves
beforeclimbingbackup andsecuring
themselveson thegrid structurewith giant
silvercarabiners.

The showwill berememberedfor

thebone-shudderingbassof the Klaus

Nomi soundtrack,andthe decadenceof
submergingall thoseexpensiveshoesand
leathercoats.
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