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ChristianLacroixCEOStepsDown
NicolasTopiol steered

thebrand throughmultiple
transformations over
thepast20 years.

BY MILES SOCHA
NicolasTopiol hassteppeddown
aschief executiveofficer of Christian

Lacroixafter aneventful20-yeartenure

spentshepherdingthebrand through
multiple transformations.

Topiol confirmedhis departureto

wwd followinga wistful post on his

personalLinkedIn account.
“Bold, baroquecreativitycan meet the

rigor of a sustainable businessmodel,”
saidthe executive,whojoined Lacroix
in 2005whenFalic Group acquiredthe

companyfrom LVMH MoëtHennessey
Louis Vuitton. “Twenty yearslater,
the maisonstandsstrong,resilient,

profitable,desirableandprotected.It

hasweatheredcrises.Shiftedmodels.
Changedmarkets. Passedthroughhands.
Yet remainedimmovablyimportant.”

Topiol saidhis departurewasplanned
afteratransitionperiod in the wakeof

anotherchangingof hands,from Falic

Group to SpanishcompanySociedad

Textil Lonia, or STL.

A successorhasnot beennamed.
Contactedby WWD, a spokesperson

for STL said “the responsibility hasbeen
fully assumedby the STL headquarters,
asthe currentChristianLacroixteam
remains relatively small.”

Oneof Topiol’sbiggest decisions

camein 2009 whenLacroix fell into
administration after accumulating an
estimated $150million in lossessince its
1987 inceptionby thenamesakecouturier.

Theexecutivedecided
to exit the costly ready-

to-wear and couture
businessesto focus on a
fewlicensedcategories,
finding traction with
fashionaccessories,
home furnishingsand
lifestyleproducts.

Topiol saidhewould

now devotehimselfto
his role as presidentof
BechertCorp., aprivate
firm that advisesonM&A,

strategicrepositioning,
turnaroundsand

brandmanagement.
Meanwhile,the

foundingdesigner
continuesto dedicate
himselfto costumedesign
for top theaterandopera
companiesacrossEurope,
in additionto designing
the DesigualX M. Christian
Lacroixline.

NicolasTopiol
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