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Jonathan Anderson: Craft Is King

Hereandright:Alookatthe
JWAnderson'slatest
collection,whichwillgoon
showinParisonMonday.

· Andersonsaidhisrebranded
JWAndersonlabeltakesin
hispassions- "artandfashion
andinteriorsandmaking"-
andfeelsalotlikeescapism.

BYSAMANTHACONTI
LONDON- JonathanAndersonisn't
pausingforbreath.Havingmadehisdebut
withmenswearforDiorlastweek,he's
readytorevealanewlookandapproach
forhissignaturelabel,JWAnderson,
andit'sallaboutheritage,craftandhis
personalpassions.

Insteadofseasonalfashionand
accessories,thenewJWAndersonwill
offerluxewardrobestaples,jewelry,
sunglasses,art,craftanditemsfor
thehome.

shuttingtheJWAnderson
storesinLondonandMilan
forrefurbishment,andwill
reopentheminSeptember
withthenewconcept.

Thestoreswillbecome
hisown"cabinetof
curiosities,"andhubsof
localcraft,whiletheJW
Andersonwebsiteisbeing
revampedintosomething
"different- andsimplistic,"
thedesignersaidinan
exclusiveinterview.

Therearemorestores
inthepipeline,including
oneonPimlicoRoadin
London'sBelgravia,a
destinationforhigh-end
furnitureanddesign.Healsoplanstoopen
storesinNewYorkandParis.Eachonewill
belikeafashionshow,hesaid,offeringa
"slow-movingfeast"ofcreativityandideas.

He'steamedwithlong-standingU.K.
suppliers- andfriends- onfurniture,
vintagegardentools,andevenrunny
honeythat'smadeonthegroundsof
HoughtonHall,thefamilyseatofhis
friendsandNorfolkneighbors,Davidand
SarahCholmondeley.

Andersonisplanningtorevealthenew
concept,andcreations,duringthecouture
showsinParisonMonday,atGalerie
JosephintheMarais.

Thedesignerisgoingthefullmile
withtherebranding,aprojecthe'sbeen
workingonforthepastyeartogetherwith
theJWAndersonteam.InAugust,he'llbe

Vintageformtoolshavecought
JonathanAnderson'seye

Therebranding,Andersonsaid,was
inevitableandalreadyintheworksbefore
hewasnamedcreativedirectoratDior,the
firstdesignerunderLVMHMoetHennessy
LouisVuittonownershiptotakeonmen's,
women'sandcouture.

"Iwantedtorearticulatemyown
brand.WhenIstartedit,Ihadcomeout
ofuniversity,I'dworkedonthewindows
atPrada.Iwasmoreangsty.Ihadtofight
mywaytogetwhereIamtoday,"saidthe
designer,wholaunchedhiseponymous

labelin2008withmenswear,andbegan
showingwomen'stwoyearslater.

HeusedJWAndersonasan
experimentalspace,drawingon
inspirationsasdiverseas"Wallaceand
Gromit,""Carrie,"andthegraphic
iconographyofMichaelClark,the
pioneeringdancerandchoreographer-
andoneofhisheroes.

"WhenI turned40lastyear,I decided
thatIwantedtochangethebrand.And
Iwantedtokindofworkout,'Whoam
Itoday?'I alsowantedtoconsolidate
everythingI haddone,andthenaddon
allthethingsthatI enjoytoday,which
isartandfashionandinteriorsand

making,"saidAnderson.
Crafthasalways

beentopofmindfor
Anderson,acollectorof
art,antiques,ceramics
andwood-turningpieces.

In2022,hetoldthe
WWDAppareland
RetailCEOSummit
thatsometimesthe
ideaofluxury"canbe
quitefrightening"to
some"andIfeellike
craftisaverygood
wayofbreakingdown
therealitiesofit,and
showingtheprocess.I
thinkthemorethatwe
understandhowthings
aremade,themorewe
canultimately"seetheir
valueandmerit.

Duringhistenure
ascreativedirectorof
Loewe,Andersonlethis
passionforcraftrunfree.
Heworkedwithartists,
sculptors,andeventhe
Japaneseanimation
expertsStudioGhiblion
shows,campaignsand
exhibitions.

In2016,heestablished
theLoeweFoundation
CraftPrize,whichpays
tributetotheSpanish
brand'srootsasa

leather-makingcollectiveandsupplierto
theSpanishroyalcrown.

"Loewewas'me,'butI don'twantto
replicateit"atthenewJWAnderson,he
said."IwantedtoworkoutwhyI was
interestedin[craft].Forme,it'saboutthe
stilllife,andthisideaofconnoisseurship,of
goingintodepthwithanobjectoramaker."

Andersonsaidhisaimistomakethe
"perfect"cashmeresweaterinScotland,
"andthenunderstandthepeoplebehind
it.IwanttofindthingsthatIlove,orwhat
Iwearmyself,andthenarticulatethemin
theworldweareintoday."

Andersonalsowantstolookat"the
imperfectionsinthingsandmakeit a
personalstory."HesaidtheJWAnderson
piecesareabout"London,growingup
inIreland,andalloftheprimitivethings
thatareaboutme.Iwanttobuildthisinto
aworld.It'saboutthelongterm."

Headded:"Ifwemakeasweater,then
wewillissueadifferentcoloronlywhen
weneedto.Also,Idon'twanttoletgo
ofsomethings,liketheLoaferbag,"said
Anderson,referringtohisdesigninspired
bythevampoftheshoe,whichlaunched
forspring2025.

"Thingsdon'thavetobeasuccess
overnight.It'saboutenjoyingadesignand
stickingwithit.It'saslowerprocess,and
findingfetishwithinthings.Andit'svery
muchhowIseemyhome,andmyworld,"
hesaid.

Andersonalsolookedtothelate,
legendaryTerenceConran,thedesigner,
retailer,restaurateurandlifestyle
pioneerwhochangedthewaypostwar
Britonsfurnishedtheirhomes,and
wonderedwhattheConranstorewould
lookliketoday.

He'sbeenworkingwithWedgwoodto
maketeacupsandsaucersdesignedby
theBritishceramicistLucieRie,butwhich
neverwentintoproduction.

Proceedsfromsaleswillbedivided
betweensupportingtheworkoftheLucie
RieandHansCoperFoundationand
providingscholarshipsandgrants Photographs
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tosupportemergingartistsinthefieldof
ceramicsandrelatedfields.

decorative,butatthesametimetheyare
completelyfunctionalobjects,"hesaid.

Andersonisalsopursuinghislong-held
dreamofworkingwithgold.He'smaking
linkchainswithLucieGledhillJewelleryin
London.Everylinkisindividuallymade,
soldered,andshapedbyhand.

Andersonhasalsobeenworkingwith
theLondon-basedPostcardTeasona
newkindofdarkroastedteathattastes
likecoffee(anotherobsessionofhis)
andwithFerguson'sIrishLinenonaseries
ofdishclothswithdifferentmessagesand
colorways.

EventhejarsofHoughtonHallhoney
haveseriousprovenance.Eachlidwillbe
wrappedinfabriccraftedusingtraditional
18th-centuryweavingtechniques.

TheJWAndersonstoreswillstock
WindsorchairshandmadeinLewes,East
Sussex,England,byacompanycalled
HopeSprings;MuranoglassesfromItaly,
andreplicawoodenMackintoshstools
madeinPerthshire,Scotland.

Andersonwantspeopletoexamine
everyobjectinhisnewshopscarefully.
"Everythingmaylooksimple,buteach
thinghasgotacomplexitytoit.It'seither
somethingI'vealwayswantedtodo,or
somethingthatIhaveanobsessionwith,"
hesaid.

TheLondonstoreswilloffervintage
wateringcansmadefromFrenchcopper
andantiquegardeningtoolsrestoredby
Garden&WoodLtd. Andersonisforgingcloser

tieswithhislongtimefabric
suppliersaswell.He's
sourcingboiledwoolfromthe
YorkshirefabricmillMoon;
waxedcottonfromBritish
Millerain,andsilkgrosgrain
fabricfromtheweaver
StephenWalters.He'susing
thatgrosgrainforthelapels
andsidelegdetailsofJW
Andersontuxedosuits.

"Ihaveboughtfromthemformany,
manyyears.Theyfindandrestorerare
gardeningequipment,andhavethedetails
ofwhereeverythingwasmanufactured.
Thewateringcansareincrediblyrare,"
saidAnderson.

"What'simportantformeisthat[the
gardeningtools]arevery,verywell-made
and,becauseofthat,they'velastedso
long.Sometimeswehavetocherishthe
idea"thatsomethingsbecomebetterwith
time,andanewcontext,hesaid. Tartanscomefrom

LochcarronofScotland,atextile
companyspecializingintartan
fabricsandtraditionalHighland
dress.Denimisdevelopedand
madeinJapan,whilethedamask
ismadebyBritain'sHumphries

AndersonsaidGarden&Wood's
founder,EdwardGreen,knowsthehistory
ofgardenequipmentinBritain,every
supplier,andwhereeverythingwasmade.

Thetools,hesaid,"arestillcompletely
usable,andthatisthepoint.Theycanbe

Weaving,whichspecializesinhistorical
reproductionsforsilkwallinteriors.

Thelistgoeson,bothforobjectsand
fabricsthatwillintermingleontheshop
floor,andonline.Andersonsaidthere
mightevenbearunwayshoweverynow
andagain.

"Whenwefeellikethereneedstobea
show,wewilldoashow.Itcouldbeina
yearortwo,orinthreemonths.Butonly
whenI feellikethereissomethingtosay
withinmyownbrand,"saidAnderson,
addingthatit wasimportantforhimto
keeptheJWAndersonteam,whichhe
describesasa"littlefamilyofvery,very
talentedpeople,"close,andworking
towardthesamegoal.

Fashionisstillpartofthemix.The

Vintagefarmtoolsfromthebranded
JWAndersoncollection.

Hereandright:AlookattheJWAnderson'slatest
collection,whichwillgoonshowInParisonMonday.
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presentationMondaywillshowcasesome
ofJWAnderson'sgreatesthits,including
stripedpolotops,asupersizedLoaferbag,
andskirtsproppedupwithlittlepanniers,
afunlookthedesignersentdownthe
runwayforspring2025.

Colorsarevibrantandincludeemerald
forswimmingstyletrunks;apricotfor
slip-onshoes,andbrightwhiteframesona
pairofexaggeratedcat-eyesunglasses.

Anderson'shoursmaybelong,
buthe'sclearlyenergizedbythework
andlikesthefactthisnewprojectis
completelydifferentfromDior."I like
beingthissortofbipolarcharacter,a
kindofsplitpersonality.Forme,it'slike
escapism,andI'mreallyproudofthe
project,"hesaid.

Booksfromthe
rebrandedJW

Andersoncollection.
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