
Patou
“Joy always hasa planB,” said Patou’s
artisticdirector GuillaumeHenry,
describinghis fictional characterof the
seasonas an “outdoor woman” who is

equallycomfortable indoors.

Thatwasa goodthing giventhat the
rain cloudsloomingoverapost-heatwave
Parispromptedamoveof the showfrom
the gardensof the Maison de la Chimie

to thehouse’s oh-so-Parisian interiors,
geometricparquetflooring, plaster
mouldingsandall.

As front row guestSusanSarandonput
it in askit dropped on Instagramearlier in

the day, “who the h-1 is Joy?”
Despite sharinganamewith the house’s

historic bestsellingscent,his fictional

museof the seasondoesn’therald its
imminent return, Henry said.

If the wardrobethe designerimagined
is anything to go by, she’s abusybee
who doesn’thavetime for outfit changes,
expectingher sportychic looks to work
overtimefrom dawnto dusk.

Theopeninglook, a straightblack

pinafore minidresswith a pairof roomy
patchpocketsonthefront, certainly fit

thebill.

In pursuitof “fresh air, breathingroom

andlightness,” thedesignerimaginedan
encounterwith housefounderJeanPatou
andhis love of Art Deco lines andChristian

Lacroix, whofilled thehousewith
feminineshapesandpolkadotsduring his

six-year tenurethat beganin 1981.

Cuea fusion with his proclivity for

sporty knits, croppedproportionsand
utilitarian jacketsthatyielded long
collarlessstyleswith agentle hourglass
outline and versionswith plunging
trapezenecklines;shift dressesthat could
be dressedup or downwith a canny
changein accessories,and puffy skirts

thatcamein anythingfromfine gray
suitingto layeredlaceandexuberant

peony prints– with pockets,of course.
A final trio gave a then-and-nowvision

of eveningglamour,betweenfloor-length
bustierdressesanda lacebodysuit nodding
to SabrinaCarpenter’scustomPatoulook

duringher “Short n’ SweetTour.”
While continuingto build on the

unfussychicdirection of the Henry

era,the collectionwas in stepwith the
dressierdirection thatemergedfrom

June’s coedrunways. Lily Templeton
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