
Iris Van Herpen
IrisVan Herpenhastakenher haute
coutureR&D to anotherastonishing

frontier, creating a “living look”
incorporating125million bioluminescent

algaethatshesaidrequireeighthoursof

rest,eighthoursof light = anda calm, cool

environmentin order to thrive.
Sounds a lot like us, huh?

“When it’s happy, it respondsto the
movementof the personwho’s wearing

it,” Van Herpentold avisitor, his jaw on
thefloor, during a previewof her fall 2025

show,whichcombinedlight sculptures,
stirring music, gossamerfabrics and

choreographyto packanemotionalpunch
akinto David Attenborough’snewocean
film but with thevisual poetryunique to
theDutchdesigner.

A million questionsOcCuII aboutthe algae

dress, such as, “How long will it live?”
“We don’t know. No one knows. It’s

onebig pioneeringprocess,”Van Herpen
said. “But I don’t think this will be possible
to deliver to a client yet. It’s more ofa
museumpiecebecauseit really needsto
be takencareof every day.”

VanHerpen fished out a photoonher

phoneofthe squishygarmenthoused
in itssteelandglasstemperature-

controlled chamber,mistaccumulating
at thebottom. It’s as strangely beautiful

asit is mysterious,achievedthanksto

a collaboration with engineer and “bio
designer”Chris Bellamy, who founda way
to keepthe algaealive in a nutrientgel.

Eachof Van Herpen’s18 looks felt like an

ecosystemunto itself: here a kinetic dress

in collaboration with artistCaseyCurran,
undulatinglike somealienskeleton; there

Japanese“air” fabric suspendedonwires

anddrifting like ajellyfish in invisible

currents, oracutting-edge “brewed protein”
materialfromSpiber, somehowresembling
thesuckersof anoctopus4 or afew cansof

Pringles–spilled over afishtail dress.
Thedesignercombinedall thatscience

with hauteartistry,alsotaking inspiration
from Loïe Fuller, a pioneer of modern
dance,andequippingaperformerwith

winged appendagesthat interactedwith

the laserbeamsof Nick Verstandin

mesmerizingways.Van Herpencalledthat
showopenera metaphorfor “how we have
drainedthe life outof ouroceans.”

Leavingnosensesunengaged,shealso

conscriptedperfumerFrancis Kurkdjian to
developabespokefragrancedispersedlike

awaveduringthe show.
Here werevaporousdressesthat

behavedin the atmosphereof the élysée
Montmartremusichall like normalfabric

might submergedin Europe’sdeepestpool
Van Herpen’s beenthere,donethat for

herspring2023couturecollection anda
stifferonethat whorled upwardsarounda
model, like eggwhitescaughtin a twister.

Van Herpen’s wondrous dressmaking

defiesgravity, provokesdeepthoughtsabout
our planet andlightsupcoutureweek
like very,veryhappyalgae. Miles Socha
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