
He also wasn’t in ParisonTuesday
night, following theadviceof his doctorsto
extendhis rest, eventhoughhesaidhe felt

readyto travel.
“I can’t deny that I missit, but I know

I can countonthe capablehandsand
mindswhohavealwaysbeenby my
side,” the designer said in quotesshared

with WWD just before the Privé show. “I
oversaweveryaspectof the showremotely
via videolink, from the fittings to the

sequenceandthe makeup.
“If I've come this far, it’s thanks to the

iron focus and obsessiveattentionwith
which I manageeverything, saidthe

90-year-olddesigner,celebrating50years
of his namesakecompanyin 2025.

He admittedthatfocusingonblackwas

hardly aneasyassignment.
“For a designer,black is the most classic

of colorsand,at the sametime, themost

demanding.Whenyou work with black,

you cannotafford to makemistakes:every
detail must beperfect, becauseblack
revealsthevery essenceof a garment.”

Even thoughhewasn’t there,you could

certainlyfeel his exactinghand,andhis
zealto continueexperimenting.Hadhe
takenthe bow, doyou think hemight
havetradedhis trademarknavyT-shirt for
black? Miles Socha

Giorgio
Armâni Privé
Synonymouswith greige andother
subduedMilanese shades,Giorgio Armani

exploredmyriadpossibilities of black in

his fall Privé couturecollection, from light-

absorbing velvetsandglistening,lacquer-

like fabricsto all mannerof jet beadsand
othersparkly embellishments.

Theshowstartedoff a bit wobblywith
velvet jodhpurs eek! their bulging

out-seamsdemarcatedwith crystals,and

then quickly settledinto a soigné groove,
deliveringall mannerof sleekblack
eveningpants— alwaysagoodidea.

He livenedthem upwith tautjackets
in mottledjewel tonesor tapestryprints
scatteredwith crystals;sparkly, cage-like

capes,or nubbytweedtopperstrimmed

with ostrichfeathers,keepingthis show

firmly rooted in festive occasions.
He leveragedblack’s graphicappealto

themaxwith his mostlyslenderevening

gowns, ajutting quiverof feathers,big

floppy bowsOrundulating,stiffened
collarsaddingdrama.“Seductive black”
wasthe title hegaveto the collection– and
to aheady,bespokeperfumedispatched
with the showinvitation.

Throughout, hetossedin elementsof

the masculine wardrobesuchas tailcoats,

waistcoats,cummerbunds,bowtiesand

military frogging, while alsoplaying with

illusionpanels,plungingnecklinesand

barebacks, doingsexytheArmaniway.
For thefirst timein his long career,the

Italiandesignerdid not takethe bowat
his Emporio ArmaniandGiorgio Armani

shows during men’s fashion week in Milan

lastmonth as hewasrecoveringat home
fromanailment.
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