
GiambattistaValli
The OVGs–original Valli girls were out
in force on Monday night in Parisas their
go-to designer, Giambattista Valli, was

decorated as anOfficierde l’Ordre des Arts

et des Lettres, andstraight after presented
his29th couture collection, installed on

mannequins so guests could appreciate

up close the intricate pleating, artful

draping and frothy embroideries that
would have you believe the tiny flowers on
a silk bodice are made of feathers. (It’s silk

organza, by theway.)

EugenieNiarchos, Bianca Brandolini,

Giovanna Battaglia Engelbert, Lauren

SantoDomingo and Alexia Niedzielski

wereamong those who let out a cheer
when French culture minister Rachida Dati

pinned thegreen medal on Valli’s lapeland
drew him in for a hug.

Giambattista Valli and RachidaDati
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Fashion critic SuzyMenkes had already

declared the “delicate meld of elegance
with froufrou astheessenceof the
designer’s Franco-Italian style.”

Valli said he selected Menkesto open
the ceremony becausehe loved how she

described him establishing his own brand
after designing for the likes of Emmanuel

Ungaro, Fendi andRoberto Capucci. “She
compared me to abike weaving through
limousine traffic,” he said, prompting
rounds of laughter.

(For therecord,she actually wrote in

2009 that with “no backer,noassociation

with abig-brand luxury group and a
bicycle instead of a limo, he representsa

21st-century versionof a classicdesigner

who justwants to make clothes.”)
In his acceptancespeech, Valli spoke

of theprecious skills his workshops

possess,which he put to thetestin his

latestcollection, hinged more on draping

and weightless volumes than surface

decoration orbombastic shapes.

RococopaintersJean-Honoré Fragonard
andJean-Antoine Watteau were references
for the dreamy colors, bulging skirts,

caped backs and overall bucolic spirit,

expressed via fabricroses andbuds
nestled in bosoms andsleeves.

“Nymphs and muses” was how the

designer summed up his seasonalfashion
narrative.

All of thedressesseemedideally suit

for a summer ball, like the flower-filled

one theMusée des Arts Décoratifs hosted

Sunday night to kick off Paris Couture
Week. of course, Valli was there.

“Bigvolumes, but keeping it super

light,’ he said during a preview, showing
the layers oftulle underpinninghis

ballgowns, one with a portraitnecklinein

a silk organza printed in a pointillist style.
There were column styles, too, andat

least four bridal contenders, for when Valli

girls have to walk downa narrow aisle,

perhaps on a private jet, orawiderone in

a church. – MilesSocha
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