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Schiaparelli Exhibition to Open in 2026

DesignerElsa
Schiaparelli.

TheDuchessof
Windsorwearinga
Schiaparellidress

TheTears
dress.

ZsaZsaGaborIn
adressbythe
designerin
"MoulinRouge."

· "Schiaparelli:Fashion
BecomesArt"attheVictoria
&AlbertMuseumwill chart
theSurrealistdesignsofits
founderElsaSchiaparelli
andpresentdaycreative
directorDanielRoseberry.

BYHIKMATMOHAMMED
ANDJOELLEDIDERICH

TheVictoria&AlbertMuseum'snext
fashionexhibitionwilltakeasurrealturn.

"Schiaparelli:FashionBecomesArt"will
bestagedattheSainsburyGalleryfrom
March21toNov.1,2026.

Theexhibitionwillchartthesuccess
ofitsfounder,ElsaSchiaparelli,fromthe
1920stothepresentdayunderthecurrent
ownershipofDiegoDellaValleandthe
creativedirectionofDanielRoseberry.

in2022,butexplorenewareasincluding
Schiaparelli'srelationshipwiththeU.K.
andherclients,suchasWallisSimpsonand
ElsiedeWolfe,knownasLadyMendl.

"We'readdingontotheexisting
scholarship,buttellingthestoryinavery
newway,inaveryuniqueway,"Stanfill
said."Weliketodescribeourselvesasthe
world'sleadingmuseumofart,design
andperformance,andinfact,allofthose
elements,plusachapteronphotography,
willbewithintheexhibition."

Slaternotedthattheshowwillalso
includeworksbysomeofthegreatest
artistsofthe20thcentury,onloanfrom
majorinstitutions.Schiaparelliwalked
inartisticcircleswiththelikesofPablo
Picasso,JeanCocteauandManRay.

"Whatwassoexcitingforusisthatwitha
projectonSchiaparelli,youalmostreverse
whatisthenormalnarrativeoffashionin
artmuseums,whereyouhavedesigners
beinginspiredbyart.Whatwehavewith
Elsa,whichcontinuesinthehousetoday,is
oneofthegreatestdesignerswhoisactually
inspiringsomeofthegreatestartofthe
20thcentury,"Slatersaid.

thesimplestjacket."
Anotherstandoutpiecethatwillfeature

istheTearsdressfrom1938madein
collaborationwiththeSurrealistartist
SalvadorDalí.Printedwithatrompe-l'oeil
motif,it createstheillusionofstripsof
flesh,prefiguringthepunkmovementby
severaldecades.

Bornintoanaristocraticfamilyand
raisedintheluxuriousconfinesofPalazzo
CorsiniinRome,Schiaparelliwasseparated
fromherhusbandbythetimeshearrived
inParisfromtheU.S.in1922.

Bellininotedthatthedesigner,who
wasself-financedatthetime,openeda
LondonsaloninMayfairin1933,barely
sixyearsafterfoundingherhouse."It's
alsoimportanttoseeher,notonlyas
anartist,butasawomanentrepreneur,
andthisisveryinspiringalsofortoday's
women,"shesaid.

newcrinkledtextures.Shereallyloved
unusualfabrics,andthatwillcomeacross
inthegarmentsthatwecandisplay,"
Stanfilladded.

Schiaparellialsodesignedcostumesfor
thesilverscreenandstage.

ShecostumedMaeWestinthe1937film
"EveryDay'saHoliday"andborrowed
theactor'scurvysilhouetteforoneof
herperfumebottledesigns.In1952,she
dressedZsaZsaGaborinapinkgownin
thefilm"MoulinRouge."

Thedesignerisarecurringcharacterin
fashionhistorybooks.Shefamouslyfeuded
withGabrielle"Coco"Chanel,buthadto
shutherbusinessin1954afteraccruing
largedebts.
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Therewillbemorethan200objectsin
theshowthatspanacrossParis,London
andNewYork,aswellasWorldWarsI
andII,includinggarments,accessories,
jewelry,paintings,photographs,sculpture,
furniture,perfumesandarchivematerial.

DelphineBellini,chiefexecutiveofficer
ofSchiaparelli,wasjoinedbyDaniel
Slater,directorofexhibitionsatthe
V&A,andthemuseum'sseniorcurator
SonnetStanfill,atapressconferenceon
Wednesdayatthehouse'shistoricsalon
onPlaceVendômeinParis.

"TheV&Aisoneoftheuniquemuseums,
whichhasalwaystriedtoblendtradition
andinnovation,andthisissolinkedtowhat
Schiaparelliusedtodoherself,"Bellinisaid.

Fiveyearsinthemaking,theshowwill
notjustbuildonthesuccessofprevious
exhibitions,includingamajorretrospective
attheMuséedesArtsDécoratifsinParis

"Thisisnottoredosomethingthat's
formulaic.Thisistoentirelychangethe
wayinwhichfashioncanbeexperienced
inafineartmuseum,"headded."We're
tryingtoconstantlybuildthenext
generationofcreatives.Andthisisjustyet
anotheropportunityforustodothat."

Specialpiecesondisplayincludethe
Skeletondressfrom1938,whichcovers
theentirebodyinablacksilkcrêpe.Ina
1939interview,Schiaparellisaidthatshe
believes"inastrictneatnessaboutboth
dayandeveningclothes,theirsimple
linesaccentuatedbyanoriginaltouch.
Anecklinecanmakeorspoiladress;
amusingpocketscanadddistinctionto

StanfilladdedthatSchiaparelliwasa
foundingmemberoftheFashionGroup
ofGreatBritain,theprecursoroftoday's
BritishFashionCouncil.

"Herclotheshadahardchicaboutthem,
whichwereincontrasttothequietluxury
ofalotofhercontemporaries.Soasa
disruptorandasabreakeroffashionrules,
sheencouragedherclientstoembracea
differentwayofdressing,"shesaid.

"Shewasthemostinventivein
termsofuseofmaterialsofanyofher
contemporaries,inthesensethatshe
urgedhertextileproducerstobringher
theirnewestandtheirbest- sothatcould
taketheguiseofwovenglass,cellophane,

SchiaparelliwasrelaunchedbyDella
Vallein2012andthehousehasspread
thewordaboutthehistoryofitsfounder,
startingwithabooktitled"Schiaparelliand
theArtists,"publishedin2017tomarkthe
90thanniversaryofthebrand.

Theexhibitionwillalsoincludea
selectionofdesignsbyRoseberry.

"Thecouturecollectionthatwe
presentedonMondayisreallythebeautiful
translationofhowwecandiveintothe
archives,butalsotransporttheminto
thefutureandseehowSchiaparelli's
contributiontofashion,artandculture
cancontinuetosurvivethroughthelens
ofanewcreativevisionwithpassionand
actuallynoboundaries,"Bellinisaid.

"Themorerespectfulweare,and
themoreinventiveweare,themore
vibrationwecreateoutside.It'sextremely
rewarding,anditallowsustotakenew
steps,"shesaid.
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