
FashionScoops
Expensive
Bag
After 10 minutesof
frenziedbidding in Paris
on Thursday, JaneBirkin’s
original HermèsBirkin sold

for $10.1million atSotheby’s
in Paris, shatteringthe

previousrecord by nearly
20 times.

Sotheby’ssaid the

sale“establishes new
benchmarksfor themost
valuable fashion item sold

at auction in Europe,and the

most valuable luxury item

ever sold at Sotheby’sParis.”
The opening bid was 1

million euros, prompting

gasps in theroom and

sparking an “electrifying”
bidding battle between
nine collectors,according
to Sotheby’s,which fielded

bids from within the room,
onlineandoverthephone.

“In the end,the

handbagthatchanged
fashionhistory wasmet

with applauseaS it sold

to aprivatecollector
from Japan,bidding via

telephonethroughMaiko

Ichikawa, country head of

Sotheby’s Japan.”
Billed as“one of the

most iconic fashion items
ever created,” the all-black

leatherBirkin prototype
commissioned in 1984

spawnedoneof the world’s
mostrecognizableand

covetedhandbagstyles,

and turnedBirkin, a British

actressand singer, from a
style icon into a household

name.

In the run-up to
Thursday’s sale,thousands
of peopleattended
exhibitionsof thehandbag
in ParisandHong Kong,
and 270 participantsfrom

38 countriesregisteredfor

Thursday’s “Fashion Icons”
auction,with the Birkinbag
thestar lot.

MorganeHalimi,

Sotheby’s global headof

handbagsandfashion,

said therecord-breaking

sale price “is a startling

demonstrationof the power
of a legendand its capacity
to ignitethe passionand

desire of collectorsseeking
exceptionalitemswith

unique provenance.”
She also lauded “the

enduringspirit andappeal
of its muse, JaneBirkin.”

Sotheby’s notedthat the

previousauction record
for a handbagwasa
White Himalaya Niloticus

Crocodile Diamond

RetourneKelly 28,which

fetched $513,040 in in 2021,
while thecurrentauction
record for any fashion item

is apair of ruby slippers
from “The Wizard of oz,”
which sold for $32.5 million

lastyear.
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JaneBirkin’s original
Hermès Birkin.
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