
Knight Rider
Pharrell Williams, the

multihyphenatemusician,
actorandcurrentmen’s
creativedirectorof Louis
Vuitton, hasbeennamed

a Knight of theLegion of

Honor,France'shighest
civilian recognition.

Theannouncemenwas
made in France's official

journal aheadof the
country'snationalBastille

Day celebrations.The list
publishedSundaymorning
recognized589 individuals
for their dedicationto

public andcultural service.
TheAmericanperformer

hasevolvedinto a global
fashion forcesince

takingthe reinsatLouis

Vuitton in 2023,where
hehasredefinedthe
brand’s menswearby

blending streetwear,
luxury, entertainmentand

celebrity power.
Hehas alsocollaborated

with other LVMH Moët

HennessyLouis Vuitton-

owned brandson projects,
suchas alimited-edition

bottle for Moët & Chandon,

andjewelry for the houseof

Tiffany.
Sincejoining Vuitton,

Williams hasrelocatedto
Pariswith his wife andfour
children.

JoiningWilliams among
the honoreeswere other
French cultural figures.
Veteran singerSylvie
Vartanandcomposer
CatherineLara were
elevatedto therank of

Commander.ActressLéa
Druckerandcomedian

SophiaAram werealso

knighted, alongside
musicianJean-Louis
Aubert,writerMarcLevy,

novelist Andreï Makine and
authorEmilie Frèche.

The highesthonor of the
GrandCrosswasawarded
to historianMona Ozouf,

a specialist in the French

Revolution andsecularism.
Closing thelist is Gisèle

Pelicot, whowas also

knighted. Pelicot becamea
globalfeministsymbolafter
she publicly testifiedabout
the yearsof drugging and

rapesheenduredat the
hands of her then-husband

and aseriesof strangers
herecruitedin chatrooms.
Her testimonyraised

awarenessaroundrape
and gender-basedviolence

andultimatelychangedthe
rape laws in France.

Williams joins fashion
luminaries who have
receivedthehonor,including

JeanPaulGaultier,Christian

Lacroix and Kim Jones, who

wasknighted in January.
Jonespreviously heldthe
positionof men'sartistic
director of LouisVuitton, as
well as Dior andFendi.

Historically, Yves Saint
Laurentwasnameda
Grand Officer in 2007,

while Karl Lagerfeldand
PierreCardinwerenamed
Commanders in 1997 and
2001 respectively.
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