
ChanelPartnersWith
BiennaleCollege Cinema
The brand is supporting young filmmakers atthe 2025 Venice Film Festival by partnering with the project,

whosepatron this year is AudreyDiwan. BY SANDRA SALIBIAN

MILAN — A regularpresenceat the Venice

Film Festival, thisyearChanelswappedits

traditional soiréehosted at Harry’s Bar for

a lunch celebratingitspartnershipwith

BiennaleCollegeCinema.
This is thefirst time Chanelis endorsing

the project,which festival organizers
introducedin 2012and which is dedicated
to young filmmakers. In its roleas a

partner,Chanelprovidedfinancialsupport
andconnectedtheparticipantsto industry

professionalscloseto thecompany.
Theinitiative promotesnew talentsand

offers themthe opportunityto workwith

masterfilmmakers on new micro-budget

featurefilms. Since its creation, 68 features

by emergingflmmakers havebeenmade,
whichwere selectedfrom morethan 2,700
applicationsfrom all over the world.

Of the 12 projectschosenandsupported
by theinstitution for the2024-25 edition,
four havebeen completedandwere
presentedaspart of theofficial programof

the Venice Film Festival.
Thepatron of the 13th edition is director

andscreenwriterAudrey Diwan, who’s
beenaffiliated with Chanelfor years.
Diwan hasa specialbondwith thefilm

festival, too. In 2021,hermovie

“Happening” starringChanel ambassador
AnamariaVartolomeiwonthe Golden

Lion, the event’s award for best film.

“This patronrole perfectlyembodies
how I feel aboutpassingthingson,” Diwan

told wWD. “Cinemais, by nature,a
collectiveart. WhenI started,someone
reachedout andofferedmeguidance.The

dayI receivedthe GoldenLion, it wasJane
Campionwhopresentedit to me. Andnow

it’s myturn to give backto others.”
Thedirector describedthe project as

“one of a kind” and underscoredthat the

strength of the program“lies in its ability
to bringavision to life, to give it form.”

“Filmmakers from all over the world can
submittheir projects.Theirradicalideas
anduniqueperspectivesarewelcomed
hereas assets.Then, they aresupported
fromthe writing stageto productionand,
fnally, the films arescreenedat the

[festival], with packed theaters,”said

Diwan, underscoringhowthe experience

offers aspringboardfor youngcreators.
On Sunday, Diwanjoinedthe directorof

the Venice Film Festival and Biennale

CollegeCinemadirector Alberto Barberain
unveilingthe12 preselectedprojectsfor
the nextedition.Theywereflankedby the

four winning directorsof thisyear’s
chapter,whoreflectedonhow the
initiative shapedthe developmentof their

movies,whichwereshotacrossItaly,

Kenya, Nigeria, Cambodia,the U.S. and
India.

The four winningtitles includeItalian
film “Agnus Dei” byMassimiliano Camaiti;
“Becoming Human” by Polen Ly; “One
Woman OneBra” by Vincho Nchogu, and

“Secret of a Mountain Serpent” by Nidhi

Saxena.

“Cinema – especially auteur cinema – is
experiencinga difficult moment,” Diwan
said. “These voices, which powerfully

depictdifferent realitiesandshedlight on
diversecultures,deserveto beheard.If we
losethemeansto sharethesevisions and

bringthis light into being,we risk entering
aperiod of obscurantism.”

Themissionof theinitiative is in sync
with Chanel’s roots.

For one,it wasin VenicethatGabrielle

Chanel mettheyoungItaliandirector
LuchinoVisconti and, takinganinstant
liking to him,shehelpedlaunchhis career

by introducinghim to JeanRenoir, who

quickly becamehis mentor.Incidentally,
Visconti wasalsoamongthecinematic

referencesinspiringthe cruise2026
collectionthebrand paradedearlier this

year at the iconic Villa d’Este overlooking

Lake Como and for whichit commissionec

Sofia Coppola,a longtimefriend of the
house,to make ashort fîlm set in the
exclusive hotel.

“Chanel hasa verydeep relationship

with the world of cinema.Whetherit’s
throughits connectionto heritage,the
restorationof films, or its commitmentto
the futurewith emergingvoices,their
desire is to supportanartwork,a message,
to help theartistcultivate their

uniqueness,” Diwan concluded.
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From left: Massimiliano Camaiti,

Vincho Nchogu,AudreyDiwan, Alberto
Barbera, Nidhi SaxenaSavinaNeirotti,

PolenLy atVenice Film Festival.
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