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The World Reacts to the

Death of Giorgio Armani

GiorgioArmani
in1988.

· Designers,business
figuresacrosstheglobal
fashionindustry,and
HollywoodA-listersreacted
withgreatsadnessandpraised
thedesigner'slegacy,vision
andtrailblazingstyle.
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ThenewsofGiorgioArmani'sdeathshook
thefashionindustryatlargeonThursday.
Designersandbusinessfiguresacrossthe
globalreactedwithgreatsadnessand
praisedthedesigner'slegacy,visionand
trailblazingstyle.

"GiorgioArmanishapedcontemporary
fashionbyredefiningitsboundaries
andcreatingalifestyleconceptthatis
recognizedandadmiredworldwide,
establishingMadeinItalyasatruesymbol
ofexcellence,"statedCarloCapasa,
presidentoftheCameraNazionaledella
ModaItaliana."Asoneofthefoundersof
MilanFashionWeek,hegenerouslyand
visionarilycontributedtothegrowthof
thefashionsystemanditsvalues,always
showingdeepawarenessandengagement
withthemajoreventsofourtimeand
pressingsocialissues.Hesupported
youngdesigners,culturalinitiativesin
Milanandaroundtheworld,andfostered
thefusionofdifferentartisticexpressions.
Hislegacyisaprofoundsourceof
inspirationforallofus."

"Itiswithanimmensesadnessthatthe
LVMHGrouphaslearnedofthepassing
ofGiorgioArmani,"astatementfromthe
Frenchluxurygiantread."Hewasthe
lastofthepost-war,goldengeneration
offashiondesignerswhoshaped,year
afteryear,theparagonsofhighest
elegance.Hislegacywillliveinthehearts
andimaginationsofcurrentandfuture
designersforalongtime.LVMHmaison
collaboratorsexpresstheircondolencesto
theArmaniGroupteam."

Armaniwasalsoaherotomanyyoung
designers.Amongthosewhoattended
hisfall2024Privécoutureshowwere
AmiParisdesignerAlexandreMattiussi,
andSimonPorteJacquemus,aself-
declaredfanofvintageArmani,whichhe
collectionsandwears.Healsonurtured
youngtalents,amongthemStefanoPilati.

Here'swhatleadingindustryfigureshad
tosay:

Executives
BernardArnault,chairmanand
chiefexecutiveofficer,LVMHMoët
HennessyLouisVuitton:"Ifeel
profoundlysaddenedbythepassingof
GiorgioArmani.Hecreatedaunique
style,combininglightandshadow,that
hedevelopedintoalargeandsuccessful
entrepreneurialjourneyandextended
Italianelegancetoaglobalscale.Hewas
alsoatruefriendandadmirerofFrance.I
wishtoexpressmysincerestsympathyto
hisfamily."

François-HenriPinault,chairman
andCEO,Kering:"Itiswithimmense
emotionthatIpaytributetoGiorgio
Armani.Aremarkablevisionaryand
entrepreneur,heredefinedelegance
witharigorandindependencethathave
markedourtime.Anundisputedmaster
ofItaliancouture,hisinfluenceextends
farbeyondfashionandwillcontinueto
inspireentiregenerations.Ihavedeep
respectforhisexceptionalcareerand
sendmymostsincerethoughtstohis
lovedonesandhisteams.">
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PietroBeccari,chairmanandCEO,
LouisVuitton:"WiththepassingofMr.
Armani,theworldmournsatruevisionary.
Hisimpactoneleganceandclasschanged
thecourseofluxuryforever.AsanItalian,
I alwayshadaspecialadmirationforhis
courage,forhisinexhaustiblepassionand
hisrigorousdiscipline.Hewillbedeeply
missedintheindustry."

JohnElkann,chairmanofFerrariand
Stellantis:"GiorgioArmaniwasagreat
entrepreneur,amanofculture,sensitive
andrefined,andaboveallformea
teacherandafriend.Forhalfacentury,
hiscreationshaverepresentedthehighest
expressionofItaliantaste,asymbolof
eleganceandtimelessbeauty.Mythoughts
arewithhisfamilyandlovedones."

DelphineArnault,chairmanandCEO,
ChristianDiorCouture:"I amdeeply
saddenedbythepassingofMr.Giorgio
ArmaniforwhomIhadtremendous
admiration.Hewasatthesametimean
exceptionaldesignerandanextraordinary
entrepreneur.Heheldauniquevisionof
elegance.Thefashionworldhaslostoneof
thegreats."

FrancescoMilleri,chairmanandCEO,
EssilorLuxottica:"GiorgioArmaniwas
amasterofstyleandanundisputedicon
ofItalianelegancewho,throughhis
creativeandvisionarygenius,redefined
theverycodesoffashionandbeauty.
HesharedwithLeonardoDelVecchio
anextraordinarypassionforexcellence,
qualityandinnovation,aswellasa
genuinefriendshipbuiltonmutual
personalandprofessionalrespect.For
over40years,theynurturedshared
values,ideas,andlong-termvisions,
forgingaprofoundlyinspiringpartnership
thatforevertransformedtheworldof
eyewear.ForEssilorLuxottica,ithasbeen
atrueprivilegetocollaboratewithGiorgio
Armanioversomanyyears.Thelegacy
heleavesbehind- rootedinfriendship,
courage,andvision- willcontinuetolive
onthroughtheprojectshehelpedbring
tolife.Myheartfeltthoughtsarewithhis
familyandlovedonesduringthistime."

LeonardoFerragamo,chairmanof
theSalvatoreFerragamoSpA:"With
deepcondolencesonbehalfofmyfamily
andmyself,I joininthesadnessofthe
passingofGiorgioArmani,theundisputed
masteroffashionandasymbolofpure
Italianelegance.Hewasanexceptional
manwhosevaluesprofoundlymarked
thehistoryofItalianfashion.Theyremain
alivetodayandwillcontinueoverthe
courseoftimeaswillhislong-termvision
andentrepreneurialspiritthatwillbean
ongoinginspirationforgenerationsto
come."

GildoZegna,chairmanandCEOofthe
ErmenegildoZegnaGroup:"Thisnews
saddensmedeeply.Iwouldliketothank
MaestroGiorgioArmaniforhisenduring
inspiration,forhissingularvisionof
beauty,andforbringingthespiritand
cultureofMadeinItalytotheworld.His
legacyshapedourindustryandelevatedus
all.I willalwaysbeprofoundlygrateful."

RenzoRosso,chairmanofOTB
GroupItaly:"Italyandtheworldare
mourningthelossofanextraordinary
mantoday.Everytimewemet,itwasa
genuinepleasuretotalkwithhim.He
wasalwayscurious,eagertolearnand
explore.Hisknowledgeofthefashion
world- andbeyond- wasprofound.Our
conversationswerealwaysinsightfuland
engaging,atrulystimulatingexchange
ofideas.Hispositivityandthepassion
hepouredintoeverythinghetouched
andcreatedwereremarkable.Whattruly
stoodoutwasthedepthofhissoulandhis

uniquewayofseeingtheworld.Hewasa
trueiconwhowillbedeeplymissed- but
thankstoeverythinghebuilt,hislegacy
willliveon.Andperhapsthegreatestgift
heleavesusisthis:hisimmortality."

RemoRuffini,chairmanandchief
executiveofficerofMoncler:"Ever
sinceIwasakid,Ilookeduptohim
asarolemodel,aguide.Hewasthe
symbolofwhatI dreamedof,thepoint
ofreferenceforanyonewholovedthis
world.Hisconsistency,hiselegance,his
abilitytolookaheadwithclarityand
couragemarkedaneraandsetapath.He
embodiedwhatmakesapersongreat:the
discipline,thevision,andthestrengthof
someonewhonevergaveintothetrends
ofthemomentbutguidedandinspired
anauthentic,timelessstyle.Hewaswhat
somanywouldhavelikedtobe,andwhat
noonewillevertrulybeabletomatch.An
examplethatwillstaywithusforever."

MarcoBizzarri,presidentand
cofounderofForelandchairmanof
ElisabettaFranchi:"Forhalfacentury,
heshapedtheverydefinitionoffashion
andelegance,remainingunwaveringly
truetohimselfwhileresonatingwithevery
generation.Hislegacywillendurethrough
time,atimelesstestamenttovision,
integrityandinspiration."

FedericoMarchetti,founderofYoox
Net-a-porterGroup:"Withthepassingof
GiorgioArmanitheworldlosesagiant,and
IloseaMaestro.Formorethan30years,
Iwasfortunatetoshareunforgettable
momentswithMr.Armanionprojectsboth
professionalandpersonal.Fromtheletter
ofrecommendationhepennedbyhand
formewhenIappliedtoColumbiafor
myMBAinthe1990s,tobeinganearliest
supporterofmye-commercedreaminthe
early2000s,heencouragedmydesireto
thinkdifferentlyandaimhigher."

LucaSburlati,presidentof
ConfindustriaModa:"Welostaman
andanentrepreneurwhohasbeena
truechampionofItalianidentityaround
theworld.GiorgioArmanihassuccessfully
showcasedthebeautyandcreativityof
ourcountry,becomingitsambassador
witheleganceandvision.I hopethat
futuregenerationsofentrepreneurs
willcontinuetoloveItalywiththesame
passionanddedicationthathehasshown
overtheyears."

BrunoPavlovsky,presidentofthe
FédérationdelaHauteCoutureetde
laMode:"GiorgioArmaniembodiedthe
privilegedtiesbetweentheexcellenceof
ItalianfashionandFrenchfashion.His
contributiontoHauteCoutureWeekwas
immense,reflectingbothhisrespectfor
anddeepcommitmenttocraftsmanship.
Hiscreativeaesthetichashad,andwill
continuetohave,amajorinfluence
throughitstimelesscodes."
PascalMorand,executivepresident,
FédérationdelaHauteCoutureetdela
Mode:"GiorgioArmaniwasanexceptional
designer,anunrivalledinnovator,anda
manofabsoluterefinementandsensitivity.
Healwaysembracedmodernitywhile
respectingtradition.Hebuiltanartistic,
culturalandeconomicuniversewitha
uniquelanguage,inventinganItalianway
oflifethatspreadthroughouttheworld."

CarolineBrown,globalbrand
president,TheNorthFace:"Giorgio
Armanisetthefoundationforsomuchof
ourindustryandhisinfluencewillbefelt
fordecadesstilltocome.Asadesigner,
hechangedthewaywedresswithhis
eleganceandvision- thisisknown
everywhere.Butasauniqueleaderhe
alsobuiltincredibleteamswithdeep
connectiontoboththecompanyandto

GiorgioArmaniduringthe
finaleofEmporioArmani
spring1995ready-to-wear
collection.

oneanother.Manyoftheleadersinour
sectortodaypassedthroughtheinvaluable
schoolofArmani,shapednotonlyby
aestheticbutalsobyhisexampleeveryday
ofgenuinepassionandextraordinarywork
ethic.Hisimpactisindelibleandallofus
whohadthechancetoworkunderhis
leadershipwillbeforevergrateful."

StanHerman:"Thisisadevastatingloss.
It'slikelosingsomeoneinyourfamily.Itis
theendofanera."

LuigiMaramotti,chairman,MaxMara
FashionGroup:"Anextraordinaryperson
intermsofspreadingItalianstyleand
fashionaroundtheworld.Acrucialrole
modelforthoseinthisprofession,alsofor
theintuitionshehadinthedevelopmentof
hisstores.Hewillforeverberemembered
asthemanwhohasrevolutionizedfashion
withhisintuitiontoadaptthemen's
jackettothewomen'swardrobe.Hewas
afigurewhoinspiredandwillcontinueto
inspirenewgenerationsbecause,beyond
beingadesigner,hewastrulyavisionary
entrepreneur."

AnnaWintour,chiefcontentofficer
ofCondéNastandglobaleditorial
directorofAmericanVogue:"Giorgio
Armanihadsuchaclearforceof
personalityandvisionthatyouknew
hisworkinstantly,whereveryoufound
it.Heunderstoodpowerandattitude
andeleganceaswellasanyoneeverhas
infashion,andheunderstoodwomen

too:howtheywantedtodressandwhat
messagetheywantedtosendasthey
assertedthemselvesthroughhisrisein
the'70s,'80s,andbeyond.Healsonever
confinedhimselftoonefieldorone
discipline,andunderstoodthatfashion
can'texistinasilo.Forhimfashionwasn't
onething:Itwasalsofilm,music,sport,
art,designandarchitecture,andhelefthis
markinalltheseworlds- andeverywhere
hewent."

Designers
ValentinoGaravaniandGiancarlo
Giammetti:"Wemournsomeonewehave
alwaysconsideredafriend,neverarival.We
haveknownhimforover50years- from
MareModainCapri,whereweshowed
ourcollectionstogether,tosomanyother
sharedmomentsinfashion.Wecanonly
bowtohisimmensetalent,thechangeshe
broughttoourwork,andaboveall,tohis
unwaveringloyaltytoonestyle:hisown."

RalphLauren:"Ihavealwayshadthe
deepestrespectandadmirationforGiorgio
Armani,notonlyasadesignerwhonever
strayedfromhisvision,butasaman
wholovedhisfamilyandfriendsandhis
homelandinsuchaspecialway.Though
hewasaniconoftheworldoffashion,
helivedwithgreathumilityandaloveof
livingthatinspiredthewayheworked
andthewayhelived.Hecreatedaworld
reflectingallthethingshelovedwitha
forevernessthatwillbehislegacy.">
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DonatellaVersace:"Theworldhaslost
agianttoday.GiorgioArmanichanged
historywithfashion.Hedefinedstyleall
overtheworldforgenerationsandwas
atruegeniusandamasterofclassand
elegance.Hewillbemissedforeverbuthis
styleiseternal."

MiucciaPradaandPatrizioBertelli:
"Wehavelearnedwithdeepsorrowof
thepassingofGiorgioArmani,aMaestro
recognizedforhiseleganceandcreativity,
andanundisputedprotagonistofItalian
andinternationalfashion.Hisenduring
contributionwillremainforeverinthe
historyoffashionandinthememoryofall
whoadmiredhim."

RafSimons:"I amdeeplysaddenedby
thepassingofGiorgioArmani,avisionary
whosecreativegeniusdefinedelegance
andsophisticationinfashion.Hisworkhas
inspiredgenerationsofdesignersaround
theworld,andhisenduringlegacywill
remainacornerstoneoffashionhistory.“
SirPaulSmith:"It'swithgreatsadness
thatIhearthenewsofMr.Armani,a
dearfriendandfellowdesigner,passing
away.Hehasbeenanenormoussource
ofstrengthandcreativityformanyyears.
Hiscontinuity,hisdown-to-earthnature
andhisstayingpowerinremainingas
anunlisted,independentcompanyhave
alwaysbeenahugeinspiration."

BrunelloCucinelli:"Inmyworld,in
theworldofallthosewholovebeauty,
sobrietyandwork,thestarofGiorgio
Armanihasdimmedinourearthlyreality.

GiorgioArmaniposeswith
modelsinlooksfromArmani

fall1980ready-to-wearpreview
atthedesignersheadquarters

InMilanonFeb.25,1980.

Heshonebrightlyinthefirmamentofthe
mostbrilliantartistsofourtime,andfrom
todayhewillshinegloriouslyintherealm
ofimmortalspiritsastheabsolutesymbol
ofItalianfashion.Tohimbelongsthe
honorreservedforthegreats."

TomFord:"I'veonlyjustlearnedofthe
deathofGiorgioArmani.Iamdeeplysad
andhonestly,I amstunnedashewasthat
rarehumanbeingthatseemedimmortal.
Aninstitution,agrandmanofgreattalent.
Hewasaninspirationtousallanditis
hardtoimaginethefashionworldwithout
him."

JeanPaulGaultier:"IalwaysadmiredMr.
Armaniandhiscreations.Hegavefluidity
tomen'ssuits,notleastinthecinema.
WhocanforgetRichardGerein"American
Gigolo"?Healsobroughtacertain
strictnessandprecisiontowomenswear
withsomeofthemostbeautifulsuitsever
made.WhenIstartedtoworkinfashionin
the'70s,Idreamedofhavingapieceofhis
andIboughtanArmanileatherjacket- it
wasadreamcometrue.Bravo,andthank
youGiorgio!"

DriesVanNoten:"Sosad,thatjustbefore
celebrating50years,GiorgioArmani,he
leftus...Strangethatsomebodywhowas
alwaysthere,canalsopassaway.Hewas
formethemasterofconsistency,thatstyle
ismoreimportantthanfashion,always
arelevantreality.Asayoungfashion
studentinthe'70s,Irememberseeingthe
adsphotographedbyAldoFallaiinUomo
Vogue- aquietrevolutionincut,color
andmaterial.Itblewmeaway.I lovedit,

I woreit,anditshapedmyvision.Thank
you,Giorgio!"

StefanoPilati:"WorkingforMr.Armani
wasadreamcometrue.Everything
surroundingyoureflectedhisgreatness
andstrongstylecoherence.Hewasatrue
leaderandheallowedmetogrowmy
rolewithintheteamenormously.Ikeep
therarelettersheexchangedwithmeas
precioustrophies.Thelastone,inhisown
handwriting,broughtmetotears...Iwill
foreverpayrespecttoMr.Armaniinmy
work."

AlessandroMichele,Valentino:"I am
deeplysaddenedandsorrowedfortheloss
ofGiorgioArmani,oneofthefounding
fathersofItalianfashionhistory."

JonathanAnderson,Dior:"I amdeeply
saddenedtohearofGiorgioArmani's
passing.Havingalsostartedmyjourney
designingwindowsbeforeventuring
outtocreatemyownbrand,Ifoundhis
storyincrediblyinspiring.Itgivesmean
evengreaterappreciationforallthathe
accomplished.Henotonlybuiltanempire
butalsoshapedfashionhistory.Hewill
begreatlymissed,andhisinfluenceon
fashionwillneverbeforgotten."

MatthieuBlazy,Chanel:"Formy
generation,GiorgioArmanihasbeena
trueinspiration.Wehavelostoneofthe
greatestinnovatorsandvisionariesofour
time.Hisstylewilloutlivehimandbelongs
tothefuture."

PierpaoloPiccioli,creativedirector,
Balenciaga:"Thisisasadmomentfor
fashionandtheworld.Wehavelostan
incredibletalentandatruegentleman.
Nevertheless,thelegacyofGiorgioArmani
ismonumentalandwillcontinuetolive
on,powerfulandundisputed."

PieterMulier,Alaïa:"Hewasoneofmy
obsessionsinthe1990s.GiorgioArmani
wasthesumofmanythingsthatshaped
mytaste:theimages,thestyle,thetaste.
Andthenthereweretheclothes,ofcourse.
Thewayheintroducedmovementand
lightnessintomenswear- itwasbold.The
timelessnessofhisdesigns.Piecesthat
seemtobelongtonoera,andtherefore
toeveryera.Butmostofall,therewas
hispropositionofanewmasculinity.
Softer.Inmotion.Withverylittle,he
createdsomethingimmense:apresence,
aninimitablewayofholdingoneself.
Somethingonlyhisclothescouldgive."

OlivierRousteing,Balmain:"Weall
aredeeplysaddenedbythelossofSignor
Armani,someoneIhavelongadmired
andwillalwaysrememberasasymbolof
integrity,eleganceandvision.Throughout
hisextraordinaryandenduringcareer,he
remaineddeeplycommittedtohisvalues,
carryingthemforwardwithstrengthand
profoundrespect.SignorArmanidefined
fashionbeyondtrends,stayingtrueto
hisuniquestylewithoutcompromise.
HisworkcapturedtheverysoulofItaly,
sharingitsessencewiththeworldthrough
grace,authenticityanduncompromising
beauty.Hisjourneystandsasapowerful
reminderofwhatpassion,determination
andhonestycanbuild:whenyoustaytrue
toyourself,yournamedoesn'tjustendure,
itbecomestimelesslegacy."

StellaMcCartney:"Iremembermany
yearsagoIhadashowinParisandI
invitedMr.Armanitocomeasmyguest
andIcouldnotbelieveitwhenhesaid
thathewould.Inearlyfelloffmychair
inthecrushofthecrowd.Afterwardshe
andI cameface-to-face,heart-to-heart
andasheheldmeandcongratulated
me,hewhisperedinmyearthathehad
neverbeentoanyotherdesigner'sfashion

showinhisentirecareerandIbelieve
thatisprobablystillthecasetoday.When
wesadlylostthisgreaticon,notonlyin
fashionbutalsoinbusiness.Iamsoproud
tohavemethim.I'msohonoredthathe
gracedmewithhispresence.Therewill
neverbeanotherArmani."

MariaGraziaChiuri:"GiorgioArmani
taughttheworldtheeleganceofMade
inItaly.Withhisvision,hehelpeddefine
amodernandemancipatedvocabulary
forbothwomen'sandmen'sfashion.His
contributiontoItalianfashion,hisvision
andhisintegritywillforeverremaina
guidinglight."

AngelaMissoni:"IhaveknownGiorgio
sincemyteenageyears,andthroughout
theyearsourfamilieshavesharedabond
ofmutualrespectandheartfeltaffection.
Weenjoyedmanymomentstogether,
frommeaningfulexchangestothesimple
joyofeachother'scompany.Myparents,
OttavioandRosita,andmywholefamily
greatlyrespectedhisworkandhisvision
- onethathasleftanindeliblemarkon
thefashionworldoverthepast50years.
Today,withmyfamily,I standclosetohis
lovedonesinthismomentofprofound
sorrow.Theworldwilldeeplymisshim."

AlbertaFerretti:"GiorgioArmanihas
meantmanythingstofashionandto
ourcountry,butwhatIwouldliketo
emphasizeatthismomentishisimmense
andunparalleledabilitytoalways
remaintruetohimself.Asaman,asan
entrepreneur,andasafashiondesigner.
GiorgioArmanihascreatedaunique,
unmistakablestylethathasevolvedover
timebuthasneverbetrayeditsessencein
theslightest.Tome,thisreflectsastrong
andconfidentpersonality,apowerful
identitythatdidnotbowtothetrendsof
themomentbutleftanindeliblemarkon
internationalfashion.Today,thetrueking
oftheItalianfashionindustryisleaving
us,buthisenormouslegacyofstyleand
culturewillshineforever."

LorenzoSerafini,creativedirector,
AlbertaFerretti:"Aninnateelegancein
hisgesturesandinhisstyle.Hisperpetual
ease- spontaneousandnevercontrived
-hasalwaysheldadeepfascination
formeandformycreativity.Discipline
combinedwithcreativity,passionmeeting
theutmostdedication...GiorgioArmani
wasamonumentalexampleforallof
usdesigners,withhisuniqueabilityto
remainalwaysandforevertruetohisown
visionandprinciples."

FaustoPuglisi,creativedirector,
RobertoCavalli:"Giorgio,youwerethe
purestembodimentofItalianfashion
andelegance.Throughyou,theworld
discoveredthetruemeaningofItalian
styleandthepowerofMadeinItaly.For
me,watching'AmericanGigolo'wasa
revelation,yourvisionturnedcinemainto
amilestoneoffashionhistoryandinspired
myowndreams.Youdefinednotonlya
wayofdressing,butawayoflivingwith
grace,dignityandtimelesssophistication.
Yourlegacywillliveforeverinthesoulof
Italiancreativity."

MarcoDeVincenzo,creativedirector,
Etro:"WithArmani,agiganticpartof
theimageryassociatedwithMadein
Italydisappears.Rebuildinganewoneis
complicated,becauserevolutionsneed
timeandenlightenedmindslikehisto
happen."

JacopoEtro:"Giorgiohasbeenapioneer,
aperfectionistandamanwithavision,
hisvision,thathefollowedwithout
compromise.Hisetherealandsoft
elegancewillbegreatlymissedespecially
nowadaysinthesedifficulttimes.">
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DeanandDanCaten,foundersand
creativedirectors,Dsquared2:"Weare
heartbrokenbythelossofourdearfriend
Mr.GiorgioArmani.Wewereblessedto
knowhim.Hewasandwillalwaysbethe
'SignoreofSignori'.Restinpeace."

MassimoGiorgetti,founderand
creativedirector,MSGM:""Foolsare
neverelegant.Intelligentpeople,even
dressedinrags,arealwayselegant.'Oneof
Armani'squotesI'vealwaysloved.Wewill
misshim,wewillmisshisstyle.I willalso
misshiswords."

JohnGalliano:"Aheroofdeconstruction,
deeplysaddenedbythisnews." GiulianoCalza,creativedirector,

GCDS:"ThefirsttimeI heardthename
GiorgioArmaniIwasakid,watching'Il
SartodiPanama'withmyfather.Iasked
himifGiorgiowasItalianandhesaid:
'Yes,thekingofchic.'ForyearsIthought
Armaniwasaplaceandhewasthe
king.Thatideaofeleganceresonated
withmemywholelife.Tothisday,when
Ithinkof'90spower,ofanoversized
jacket,mymindgoesstraighttoJulia
RobertsattheGoldenGlobesinthat
Armanisuit.Hewas,andwillalways
remain,thebenchmarkofeffortless
authorityinfashion."

LaviniaBiagiottiCigna,creative
director,LauraBiagiotti:"I paytribute
tomyfriendGiorgioArmani,amanof
rarehumanandintellectualvirtues,an
unparalleledexampleofdedication,
integrityandrespect.Hisdevotionto
beautyandhardworkhasleftanindelible
markoncontemporarycultureandwill
continuetoinspirefuturegenerations."

AntonioMarras:"Ihavealwaysfelt
particularlyclosetoMaestroArmani,
partlybecauseoppositesattract,partly
becausehestartedoutasawindow
dresserlikeme,andpartlybecausehe
wasatrueworkaholic.Agreatinnovator,
aCreatorwithacapitalC.Womenwill
alwaysbegratefultohimfordressingthem
withclassandcharm."
SimonPorteJacquemus:"Ialways
consideredGiorgioArmaniasagenius,
bothpersonallyandprofessionally.I
amahugecollectorofhisarchiveas
wasobsessedbyhismensweardesigns
thatIwearmyselfalmosteverysingle
day.Hisimpeccabletaste,hishouses,
hiscampaigns,hissenseofbeautyand
independencealwaysinspiredme,andwill
forever...ForeverGiorgio."

ManoloBlahnik:"GiorgioArmaniwasa
masterofelegancewhoredefinedmodern
sophistication.Hisvisionwastimeless,his
disciplineunmatched,andhisinfluence
willendureforgenerations.Wewillall
misshim."

GherardoFelloni,creativedirector,
RogerVivier:"Thereareonlyahandful
ofvisionarieswhotrulyshiftthecourse
andthelanguageoffashion,andGiorgio
Armaniwasoneofthem.Whatmakeshis
storyevenmoreextraordinaryisnotonly
therevolutionhebrought,buttheway
hesustainedhisgreatnessoverdecades,
remainingaguidinglightforgenerations
ofdesigners.Tome,asanItalian,hehas
alwaysembodiedmorethanelegance,
herepresentedbothprideandpossibility,
remindingusthatresilience,devotion
andconstancycanbeastimelessas
beautyitself."

AlexandreMattiussi,AmiParis:"Today,
wefaceanimmenseloss- notonlyforthe
worldoffashion,butfortheworldatlarge.
Ihavethedeepestadmirationandrespect
forMr.Armani,whohasalwaysbeenan
endlesssourceofinspirationforme."

GiorgioArmaniadjustsfashion
onmodelPatCleveland

backstageduringpresentation
ofselectionsfromhisfall1978
ready-to-wearcollectionand

firstcurcollection.

GiovannaEngelbert,creativedirector,
Swarovski:"GiorgioArmanitaughtus
thattrueeleganceisinnerconfidenceand
creativediscipline.Hemadeusproudto
beItalian,showingtheworldthatourstyle
canbeuniversalwithoutlosingitsroots.
Hisregalitywasneveraboutappearances,
butaboutinnerstrengthandgrace.With
loveandextremeadmiration,I willalways
carryhislessonwithme."

thisextraordinarymanwhowillforever
everbeacornerstoneoffashionhistory."

StephenJones:"GiorgioArmani
reinventedmenswearawayfromthe
BritishideafromSavileRow.Growing
upinthe'70s,hewasalwaysabeacon
forwhatwasmodern.Therehasbeen
veryfewhatswhichareasperfectashis
smallbeadedcapsandberetsinhisHaute
Couturecollections.Ialwaystreatedthem
asabenchmarkfortheperfectblendingof
headdecorationwithaheadandface."

RoccoIannone,creativedirector,
Ferrari:"Histeachingismorerelevant
thanevertoday,remindingusofthevalue
ofbuildingthingswithperseverance,
determinationandconsistency.Great
achievementsareneverinstant;theyare
builtpatiently,stepbystep,bylearningday
afterday.Inthisway,hecreatedastoryof
eleganceandbeautysoextraordinarythat
ithasinspiredgenerationsandwillforever
standasatimelessexampleforusallto
follow."

NormaKamali:"GiorgioArmanimadeus
proudtobeinthesameindustryhedignified
andhonored.ThankyoutoMr.Armanifor
allhehasdoneduringhishistorictenurein
theworldoffashion,andthememorythat
willcontinueunderhisname."

JosephAltuzarra:"GiorgioArmani
transformedthewaytheworlddresses.He
introducedamodernideaofwardrobes
thatallowedformovement,sensuality
andease,whilenevercompromising
oneleganceorrigor.Hewasthefirst
designerI becameawareof,andthefirst
pieceofluxuryclothingIownedwasa
soft,unstructuredArmanisuitIstillwear
tothisday.Hisinfluenceonfashionis
immeasurable,andhisvisioncontinuesto
shapehowwethinkaboutclothing."

StefanoRicci:"Fashion,andItalyabove
all,haslostitsincomparableMaestro.He
taughttheworldthetruemeaningofstyle
andtheeleganceofsubtlety.Tohisfamily,
andtotheentireorganisation,weextend
ourdeepestcondolences."

GraemeBlack:"Iwasluckytovisit
Giorgioafewweeksagoandspendsome
preciousmomentswithhim.Hewasa
beaconofrefined,respectfulcreativity.I
wasfortunatetomeetGiorgioasayoung
manandhadtheopportunitytowitnesshis
geniusfirsthand.Hehelpedmerealizethat
qualityandintegritymattermostinlife.
Heinstilledinmeasenseofhumilityanda
respectfulcuriosityforthedesignprocess
whichIstillbelieveintoday.Wehavelost
ageniusofstyletoday,butmainlyImourn
thepassingofawitty,clevermanwhogave
mylifeclarity."

EdelineLee:"GiorgioArmanidefined
thesoftapproachtotailoringforhis
generation.Iamsoinspiredbyhowhis
workspoketowomennavigatingthe
powerstructuresoftheirtimewithease
andanewdefinitionoffemininity.It'sa
conversationIconsistentlystrivetocarry
forwardinmyownwork."

ChristianSiriano:"IadmireArmanias
themanandthedesignerwhowasable
tostaytruetohiseveningwearvision
andaestheticwhenit wasn'talwaysthe
'fashionable'thingtodo- nomatterthe
trend,hekepttruetothatvisionofserving
hiscustomerwiththeutmostluxuryand
glamour.Thishasalwaysresonatedwith
meassomethingthatI'vestrivedtodoin
myownjourneyasadesigner.Heisand
alwayswillbeaninspirationtomeandso
manydesignersforyearstocome."

JoanneYulanJong:"Workingclosely
withMr.Armaniwasaformativeperiod
inmycareer,onethathasforevershaped
myperspectiveontheworldoffashion.
Hetaughtme,andeveryonehehired,to
aimextraordinarilyhigh,topayobsessive
attentiontodetail,andtoneversettlefor
lessthanthebest.Hewasmeticulous,
withalaser-sharpfocus.Nothingever
escapedhiseye.Attimes,itcouldbe
prettyterrifying.Irememberhownervous
Iwouldgetpresentingcollectionstohim
inwhatwecalledthe'SalaBianca'athis
Milanheadquarters.Wewouldspend
hoursdebatingthetiniestadjustmentstoa
garment,thecurveofalapel,theslopeof
ashoulderline.Occasionally,I'dsummon
thecouragetodefendadesignchoice
I feltstronglyabout.He'dfixmewitha
sternlook,buttherewasalwaysaflicker
ofhumorinhisblueeyes.Heistrulyan
irreplaceabletitanoftheindustry.Whatan
unspeakablelossfortheworldoffashion."

SergioHudson:"It'sadarkdayin
fashion.Oneofourlastgreatvisionariesis
gone.I'mgrievingnotjustforMr.Armani
butforanentireindustryoftruecraftsmen
thatseemstobedisappearing.Itfeelslike
theendofanera,andthelossisdeeply
personal."

JeffreyBanks:"Fromhisveryearly
mid-'70sadsinL'UomoVoguefeaturing
pageafterpageofheadshotsofhandsome
menwearinghiscollaborations,I wasan
enormousadmirerofhisbeautifulwork.
ManyyearsagoI wasprivilegedtoattend
anArmanishowinVeniceattheHotel
desBainsonTheLidoanditwassimply
breathtaking.Oneyear,afteraCFDA
AwardseventatLincolnCenter,Igotto
theafterpartynearbyearly,andthere
wasnoonethereyetexceptthehostand
Mr.Armani.Wegottospeakforafew
minutesalone:mewithmybrokenItalian
andhewithhishesitantEnglish.Hewas
graciousandkind,theperfectgentleman.
Theworldhaslostaquintessentialmaster
ofhismetier,andweshallneverseea
replacementforhisboundlesstalent.Il
Maestroemorto.Lungavitaalre!"

DonnaKaran:"Tome,GiorgioArmani
wasmorethanfashion.GiorgioArmaniwas
life-menswear,womenswear,furniture,
food,hotels,beauty.Itwaseverything.Itis
CocoChanelandGiorgioArmani;thosetwo
areit.Hewaskindofmyidolandalways
willbe.Hedidn'tcarewhatotherdesigners
did- Armanididhis."

JosephAbboud:"GiorgioArmani
wasatruegiantinourindustry.His
globalimpactonthefashionworldwas
unparalleledandhisinfluencereachedfar
beyondanyotherdesignerinthehistory
offashion.Weweresistercompanies
undertheGFTbannerandIhadthegreat
goodfortunetomeethimonanumber
ofoccasions.Hewastheconsummate
gentleman,humbleandapproachable,yet
hewasatruegeniusofourtime:alegend,
amasterofsoftdrapeandsensualcolor
whocanneverbereplicated.I'mtruly
saddenedbythelossofoneofmyheroes,

DianevonFurstenberg:"GiorgioArmani
inventedtheindustryofItalianready-to-
wear.Histailoringformenandwomen
hadahugeimpactinglobalfashionand
hewasthefirsttocreateArmanicasa.He
washardworker,kepttotalcontrolofhis
companyandalwaysdidthingshisown
way!HisconsistencyhasbeenSUPERB."
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ToddSnyder:"Mr.Armaniisthereason
Ifellinlovewithtailoring.Fromthe
momentI discoveredhisworkinthe
1980s,Iwascaptivatedbytheeleganceof
hisdrape,theeaseofhissilhouetteandthe
quietpowerofhisstyle.Hewasthemaster
tailor.Everycollectioncarriedaneffortless
sophisticationthatredefinedmodern
menswear.Hisvisioninspiredgenerations
ofdesigners,myselfincluded.Hewasa
truegenius,andhisinfluencewillcontinue
toshapefashionfordecadestocome.
Today,Imournthelossofalegendand
celebratethelifeofaniconwhochanged
thewayweseetailoringforever."

KennethCole:"Fordecades,Giorgio
Armanidressedandempoweredtheworld
withenduringstyleandreliablequality.He
inspiredme- andgenerationsofdesigners
andconsumersworldwide."

ReedKrakoff:"Asateenagerintheearly
1980s,IremembervisitingBarneysand
seeingArmani'stailoredclothingfor
thefirsttime.Hehadtransformedthe
ideaoftheBrooksBrotherssuitthatmy
fatherworeandcreatedsomethingthat
hadamodernityandpowerIhadnever
imaginedasuitcouldsuggest.Yearslater,
I hadasimilarmomentwhenI firstsaw
picturesofhisfirstwidelypublished
apartmentinMilan,furnishedalmost
entirelywithJean-MichelFrankpieces- a
truevisionaryagainandagain."

LaQuanSmith:"Mr.Armani'slegacyis
onethathasdefinedandredefinedmodern
luxury.Hisvision,discipline,andability
tocreatetimelesssophisticationhave
influencedgenerationsofdesigners,myself
included.Heshowedusthepowerof
restraint,ofelegancewithoutexcess,and
howclothingcanempowerawomanwhile
stillfeelingeffortless.Hisimpactonfashion
iseternal,andhiscontributiontothe
languageofluxurywillcontinuetoinspire
usall.Mydeepestcondolencesgooutto
hislovedonesandfamilyduringthistime."

TommyHilfiger:"GiorgioArmaniwas
atrueluminarywhoredefinedelegance.
Hisvisionshapednotonlyfashion,but
alsothewaystyleitselfisunderstood-
demonstratinghowaclothingbrandcan
extendintolifestyle,hotels,restaurants,
culture,filmandbeyond,creating
experiencesthattranscenddesign.I
havealwaysdeeplyadmiredhisartistry,
innovationandunwaveringdedicationto
excellence.Hispassingleavesanimmense
void,yethislegacywillstandasoneof
themostinfluentialchaptersinfashion
history.Myheartfeltcondolencesgoout
tohisfamily,hiscolleagues,andallwho
cherishedhim."

HelmutLang:"RestinpeaceMr.Armani.
Pioneerandlegend."

MichaelKors:"IboughtmyfirstGiorgio
ArmanijacketwhenIwas19yearsold,
aftersavingup.ItwasthefirsttimeI'd
everwornajacketthatfeltaslaid-back
andrelaxedasahoodie.I couldthrowit
onoveraT-shirt,pushupthesleeves,and
danceallnightorgotowork.Mr.Armani
trulychangedthewaypeoplelivedand
dressed.Histimelesselegancewasalways
allabouttheindividual.Evenpeoplewho
haveneverwornhisclotheshaveworn
thingsimbuedwiththerelaxedspirithe
broughttoeverything.Thereareveryfew
designerswhocanrevolutionizetheway
peopledressinameaningfulway.Armani
isoneofthoserarefew.I willmisshis
grace,hissenseofstyleandhisapproach
toeverythinghedidinlife."

PierpaoloPiccioli,Balenciaga:"Thisis
asadmomentforfashionandtheworld.
Wehavelostanincredibletalentanda
truegentleman.Nevertheless,thelegacy

ofGiorgioArmaniismonumentaland
willcontinuetoliveon,powerfuland
undisputed."

GiambattistaValli:"Ihavealways
admiredMr.Armani'sunwaveringethics
andtirelesscommitmenttobeauty.Inhis
uncompromisingpursuitofperfection,
I oftenseeechoesofmyself- perhapsa
kinship,sincewearebothCancers.His
coherence,hishonesty,andhisintegrity
remainalessoninfidelity,tohimself,to
histeam,hisvision,andtothemessage
hecarriedalmostasaritual.Heextended
elegancebeyondfashion,elevatingitinto
aphilosophy,aneverydayposture.Never
throughexcessorostentation,butthrough
quietdiscipline- ameditativeexpression
ofgrace.Andnow,likeaconstellation,he
hastracedhisownMilkyWay- apathfilled
withstarsthatwillshineforever,inspiring
andguidinguswiththeireternallight."

ToryBurch:"Itisimpossibletooverstate
GiorgioArmani'simpactonourindustry.
Hegenuinelytransformedfashion,not
onlyasadesignerbutasanentrepreneur.
Hebuiltaworldandalifestyle,andhewas
uniquelysensitivetohowwomenwantto
feel:powerful,sensualandfree."

ThomBrowne:"GiorgioArmaniwasa
truecreativevisionary...atrueoriginal
thatdideverything,uncompromisingly,his
ownway...Hewasalwaystruehimself...
andhisworld...hewasatrueinspiration
inthisway...Thefashionworld,andthe
world,willsurelymissthisinspirational
genius...Weshouldalltakeamomentand
appreciatehowheinspiredus..."

NarcisoRodriguez:"Mr.Armaniwill
foreverbeaheroofmineandIwillalways
admirehisprecision,hisloveofthecraft
andtheconsistentexcellencehedelivered
underhisname.Heinspiredpeersand
profoundlychangedthewaymenand
womendressedonaglobalscale.Few
designershaveoreverwillleavesuchan
impressiononfashionasMr.Armanidid."

ZacPosen,executivevicepresident
andcreativedirector,GapInc.:"There
isonlyoneGiorgioArmani,theman,
thelegend,thepioneerwhochanged
whatitmeanttobeadesigneranda
truemaverick.Heredefinedelegance,
makingit authentic,timeless,relaxedyet
glamorous,andbuiltoneofthegreatest
brandsofourlifetime.HecarriedItalyto
theworldstage,celebratingitsbeauty,
preservingitsspirit,andevolvingitinto
thefuture,makingit meansomething
everywhere.Tobedressedbyhimwas
oneofthehighlightsofmycareer;nothing
feelslikeanArmanisuit.Thankyou,
Maestro,fortransformingourindustry,
forstayingtruetoyourvision,andfor
leavingbehindanempireandalegacy
thatwillendureforever.Restinpeace."

EmilySmith,creativedirector,
Lafayette148:"GiorgioArmanidefined
howmodernwomendresstodayandset
thestandardforbuildingatrulyglobal
fashionbrand.Hisimpactonourindustry
willbefeltforyearstocome."
Retailers

PierluigiCocchini,chiefexecutive
officer,Rinascente:"Thepassingof
GiorgioArmanileavesuswithoutone
ofthegreatestmastersandinnovators
ofglobalfashion.HisbondwithLa
Rinascentewasdeepandformative:at
thebeginningofhiscareer,heworked
inourofficesasawindowdresserand
textilebuyer,experiencingfirsthandthat
creativeenvironmentwhichwasmuch
morethanjustadepartmentstore.It
wasalaboratoryofideas,astagewhere
graphicdesign,photography,design,
visualarts,andcommunicationcame
together- andforhim,itwasadecisive
trainingground...Inthismomentof
sorrow,wewouldliketorecallapassage
fromhisstoryaboutLaRinascente,
whichIfoundtobeoneofthemost
beautifulcomplimentseverreceived:'La
Rinascente,whichhadhiredme,alsogave
meenoughself-confidencetoleaveit'."

GiorgioArmaniandfilmmakerMartin
ScorsesevisitHarry'sBarin1990,the

morningaftertheir"MadeinMilan"film
premiereanddinnerpartyonthelast

dayoftheVeniceFilmFestival.

Retailers
BobMitchell,MitchellsStores:"I
cherishthepictureGiorgioandmyselfdid
forour50thanniversary.Hewillalwaysbe
aniconinourindustry."

RonnieFieg,Kith:"WhenIthinkof
truetitansoftheindustry- thosewho
brokebarriersandinspiredgenerations
ofdesigners- onlyonenamecomesto
mind:Mr.Armani.I'llneverforgetthe
dayI presentedthebookIhadprepared
forourcollaborationtoMr.Armani- it
waseasilythemostnervousI'deverbeen,
becauseIwasabouttomeetthevery
personwhoinspiredmetodoitall.Today,
IfeelasthoughI'velostapillarinmylife.
Hisvisionshapednotonlymycareer,but
thewayIseedesignandpossibility.He
stoodforthehighestlevelofopulenceand
elegance."

SimonLongland,buyingdirector-
fashion,Harrods:"GiorgioArmaniwasone
ofthegreatarchitectsofmodernfashion.
Withthedeconstructionofmen'stailoring
andtheeffortlessrefinementhebrought
towomenswear,heliberatedthewayan
entiregenerationdressed,introducing
anewelegancethatcontinuestodefine
contemporarystyle.Hewasavisionary
notonlyindesignbutalsoinbusiness:the
pathheforged- fromdiversifyinginto
womenswearandaccessoriestobuilding
alifestyleempireunderhisownname-
becameamodelthatothershavesince
followed.Aboveall,GiorgioArmaniwill
berememberedforthepurity,beautyand
craftsmanshipofhiscollections,andforthe
profound,lastinginfluencehehadonthe
waytheworlddresses."

JoanBurstein,founderofBrowns,who
introducedArmanitotheU.K.market:
"Thefirstmenswearshowathisapartment
inMilanwasanunforgettablemoment.I
remembertheunlined,floatingjacketsin
pastelcolors,likenothingonthemarket.
Iaskedhimifhewoulddoawomen's
collectioninthesame[style]- whichhe
did.Alovelyman."

CarlaSozzani:"RememberingGiorgio
Armanimeansretracingnotonlythehistory
ofagreatdesigner,butalsofragmentsof
myownlifethatareintertwinedwithhis.
MymemoriesofGiorgioArmaniaremade
ofadmirationandfriendship,ofencounters
thatItreasurewithdeepemotion.Armani's
legacyisalessoninessentiality,discipline
andauthenticity.Forthenewgenerationof
creativesimmersedinaworldthatrushes
forwardandoftenrewardstheephemeral,
Armaniremainsasolidpointofreference.
Heteachesthatstyleisneverostentation,
butidentity;thattruemodernityisborn
offidelitytooneself.Inatimeofnoiseand
distraction,hisquietyetauthoritativevoice
continuestoshowtheway.Aguidinglight,
hispowerfulvoicewillcontinuetoinspire
thefuture."

MichaelGould,formerchairmanand
CEO,Bloomingdale's:"Giorgiowasthe
giantofthegiants.Theydon'tcomemuch
biggerthanGiorgioArmani.Notonlydid
hesetatoneinfashionwithincredible
design,youcouldfeelthequality,the
workmanship,butalsothemerchandise
hadincrediblecommercialvalueand
wasveryprofitable.Thatwasoneofthe
thingsthatsethimapart.Hisready-to-wear
andmenswearweremajorbusinessesat
Bloomingdale's,andtherewasconsistency
tohiscollections,yearafteryear- great
fashion,greatcommercialvalue.He
neverdeviatedfromhisvision.When
youwentintohisstores,therewasnever
anyconfusionaboutwhoyousaw.Other
designersshiftedtheirvisionmanytimes,
butwithArmani,therewasnomistaking
him.Irememberseeinghimoftenatthe
shows.Hewasatruegentleman.">
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ActorRichardGereshows
designerGiorgioArmani
hissuitlabel,asguests

watchtheexchange,with
socialiteLeeRadziwill.

GenePressman,formerco-CEO,
creativedirector,Barneys
NewYorkwhichlaunchedArmani
menswearintheU.S.in1976:"Wehad
averycloserelationship.I workedwith
Giorgioformanyyears.Wewenttomany
dinnerstogether.Wewenttoparties
together.Ispenttimeinhisapartment.
Hewassocreativeandbrilliant.Waiting
forhisnextshowinMilanwaslikewaiting
forthenextBeatlesalbumtocomeout.
Whenyouhangoutwithsomeonewith
thatmuchtalent,yougetabittingly.It
wasspecial.Hewasverylowkeyand
unassuming,abitofaloner.Hispartner
SergioGaleottiwasacharacterandvery
outgoing.Hemadethedealwithmy
father(thelateFredPressman.)Myfather
discoveredArmaniinthepagesofVogue
Italia.Hesaidtome,'thisguyisreally
talented,'andwantedtosignhimupas
anexclusive.HecalledGabriellaForté,
workingattheItalianTradeCommission
then.Sheeventuallyendeduprunning
Armani'soperations,andheaskedher
tofindGiorgio.Inthosedaystherewere
reallynoItaliandesigners(selling)in
America.WithmyfatherandGiorgio,it
wasanextraordinarymutualadmiration
society,ifyouwill.Theylovedeach
otherandworkedcreativelytogether.It
wasaverypivotalmomentforBarneys
andformenswear.Bothwereneverthe
same.Inthosedays,menswearwasall
aboutBrooksBrothers.WithGiorgio,it
becamesexier.Giorgiobroughtinawhole
differentgenreofclothing.Buthedidit
inaverynuancedway,withgreattaste.
Hewasanunbelievablecolorist,andthe
hardestworkingguyI everknewexcept
formyfather.Hedidawholerangejust
forBarneys.Wecollectedfabricstogether,
andwewerebuildingahugebusiness
togetherforBarneys.Itwasalmostlike
ahousebrandatBarneys.Giorgioalso
influencedchangesinthecustomers
comingtoBarneys.Westartingseeing
SNLandHollywoodtypes.Hewastrulya
visionary."

MarcMetrick,CEO,SaksGlobal
OperatingGroup:"Todaywelosta
truepillarofthefashioncommunity.A
trailblazingforceforqualitycraftsmanship
andrefinedtailoring,ithasbeenaprofound
honortohavehadMr.GiorgioArmani's
partnershipforsomanyyears.When
IstartedatSaksFifthAvenuein1995,
Armaniwasthedefiningbrandofthetime.
Hesethisownstandardforfashionand
successfullyupheldtheArmanibrand's
unwaveringsignificanceeversince.Thefirst
designerpieceIeverboughtwasanArmani
suit,whichmarkedadeeplymeaningful
andunforgettablemomentforme.Asboth
abusinessmananddesigner,Mr.Armani's
passioniswhatcementedthebrand'slasting
legacyandculturalimpact.Withhisbold
creativityandvision,hewasaninspiration
tomeandsomanyothers.Hewillbegreatly
missed.OnbehalfofSaksGlobal,weextend
ourdeepestsympathiestoMr.Armani's
family,friendsandlovedones."

LindaFargo,seniorvicepresident,
fashionofficeandstorepresentation,
BergdorfGoodman:"Onbehalfof
BergdorfGoodman,wearedeeply
saddenedbythepassingofMr.Armani.
Hewasanexceptionallyimportantpart
ofourhistoryandtheveryfabricof
BergdorfGoodman.AsArmani'sfirstretail
partnerinthewomen'sbusinessinthe
U.S.,openingwithBergdorfGoodmanin
1980,onlyafewyearsafterhestartedhis
business,ourintertwinedrelationship
isespeciallysignificant.Mr.Armani
wasexplodingwithhisnewvisionashe
revolutionizedfashionatthattime,and
ourclientsfellinlovewithhowtheyfelt
empowered,chicandunderstatedintheir
Armani.Thatloveaffairneverended.Over
theyears,weremainedgoodfriendsand
partners,andourclients'attachmentto
hisaesthetichasneverwavered.Armani
hasalwaysbeenabouttheultimateItalian
craftanddesign,apassionforstyle
andtimelessness,andavisionforboth
strengthandbeauty.Itiswiththeutmost

respect,gratitudeandaffectionthatwe
havetosaygoodbyenowtothemaestroof
fashion- amanwhomadeadifference,a
manwhobelongstohistory."

GeoffroyvanRaemdonck,formerCEO,
NeimanMarcusGroup:"Mr.Armani
definedaneraofelegancewithavisionthat
transcendedfashiontoshapecultureitself.
Hisgeniuslayinmakingsophisticationfeel
effortless,whilehisdisciplineandartistry
inspiredgenerationsofdesigners,retailers
andclientsaroundtheworld.Forthose
ofusprivilegedtopartnerwithhim,he
embodiednotonlyexcellencebutgrace
andgenerosity- atrueiconwhoselegacy
willremaintimeless."

JuddCrane,executivedirector- buying
andbrand:"GiorgioArmaniwasalegend,
avisionaryandanicon.Asadesigner,
Mr.Armanihasshapedthemeaningof
modernfashion.Asabusinessleader,he
willberememberedasanindependent
spiritandavisionarybrandbuilder.My
firstmemoryofArmaniwasofhisera-
defininginterpretationofmasculinityin
thefilm'AmericanGigolo,'andmostrecent
memorywascollaboratingonaprojectin
ourLondonCornerShopearlierthisyearto
celebrateEmporioArmanianditsindelible
historyasamaverickofthe'conceptstore'
combiningflowers,books,confectionery
andfashion."

Celebrities
RichardGere:"Giorgiowascertainlyan
original.Anartist.Avisionaryofsorts.
Withtheeyesandhandofacraftsman,
andthesoulofapainter.Hisworkhadhis
essencealloverit.Andhecaredrightup
totheend.Uncompromising.I knowthere
werethosewhoheterrifiedbecauseofhis
exactingnature.Tomehewasasupremely
talentedpussycat."

MichellePfeiffer:"Iwassofortunateto
beintroducedtoGiorgioatsuchayoung

ageandduringsuchanimpressionable
timeinmylife.I willalwaysremember
himforhiskindness,generosity,and
enormousheart.Thoughhespokeno
EnglishandI notawordofItalian,we
understoodeachotherdeeply.Hewasone
ofthemostprincipledandloyalpeopleI
haveeverknown.Histasteandtalentwere
unparalleled,settingthebarincredibly
highforallwhofollowed.Heopenedhis
fashionhouse,hisheart- andattimes
evenhishome- tothosehelovedand
admired.Hewillbedeeplymissed."

LauraDern:"Whataheartbreakingloss
ofoneoftheworld'sgreatestartists.Atrue
pioneerandaherointheworldoffashion.
ThankyouMr.Armani,foryourgenius
andgrace,andforallthatyoutaughtme
aboutwalkingthroughtheworld- asyou
dressedmeforsomanyofthemostspecial
momentsinmylife.Itwasablessingand
anhonor."

MartinScorsese:"ImetGiorgioArmani
forthefirsttimein1983,inMilan.We
foundcommongroundrightaway.Iloved
fashionandhelovedcinema- infact,he
wasinspiredbythefilmshesawasayoung
man.Overtheyears,arealfriendship
bloomed.Andthen,acollaboration.Imade
afilmportraitofGiorgio,andhegaveus
thesupportweneededforadocumentary
onItaliancinema,andthenontheWorld
CinemaProject.Throughalltheyears,he's
beenaconstantforme.Apillar.Giorgio
wasmorethanaclothingdesigner.Hewas
arealartist,andagreatone- peopleuse
theterm'timeless'quiteoften,butinhis
caseithappenstobetrue.There'snothing
hiportiedtothemomentinGiorgio's
designs.They'regenuinelyelegant,inside
andout,andtheyaren'tmeanttobe
gazedatonarunway.They'reforpeople
towear,toenhancetheirownindividual
senseofnaturalelegance.I'vehadtosay
somanygoodbyes.Thisonehitshard.But
hisartistry,hispresenceandhisabiding
friendshipwillneverleaveme."
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