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SofiaCoppolaWrapsChanel
Couturein aGoldenGlow

Thefilmmaker's memories of

her teen internship underKarl

Lagerfeldwerethe starting

point of her coffee-table

book marking 110years ofthe

Frenchhouse'shaute couture.
BY JOELLE DIDERICH

PARIS– WhenSofia Coppolafirst set foot

in the Chanel hautecouturesalonat the

ageof 15, shewaslike theproverbialkid in

acandystore.So when the Frenchfashion
houseaskedher to compilea coffee table
bookcelebratingits 110 yearsof haute

couture,shewantedthe coverto be like a
gold wrapper.

“It’s almost like a box of chocolates,”
Coppolatold WWD.

The448-page tome, releasedMonday, is

only thesecondfromImportantFlowers,
hernewpublishingimprintatLondon-based
Mack Books,whichproducedthe book with
éditions7L, thepublishing housefounded

by Karl Lagerfeld andnowownedby Chanel.

In theforeword,Coppolarecalled

arrivingat the Chanel studiowearing
bracesandan “expensivenavyknit top
andskirt” that her motherhadboughther.

“It was1986,andthe studio was
filled with musicandenergy Karl was
sketching,while Victoire deCastellane,in

huge earrings and a low-cut bustier, carried
out trays of costumejewelryand Veronica

WebbandMarpessasashayedaroundwith
tired eyes from late nights at the Bains
Douches. I wasfar awayfromthesmall
town in NorthernCalifornia where I lived

andwent to a rural high school,” shewrote.

French actressCarole Bouquet, afamily
friendandChanelambassador,hadset up
the internshipasthe Coppolaswerereeling

from thelossof herbrotherGian-Carloin

anaccident. “That summer the hole in my
heartwasfilled with themagic andbeauty
of the hautecouture studio,” the filmmaker
recalled.

In anemailedinterview,Coppolasaid

shecouldstill recall vivid imagesfrom
thosedays.

“Victoire de Castellanewasso cool and
funandseeingVeronica Webb her style
madeahuge impression onme. Shewore
tornjeans and a T-shirtwith aChaneljacket,
whichI hadnever before! Shehadthe

wastrying to figureout my styleandwhat
kind of adult I would be,» shesaid.

Those memoriesinformedher selection
of images,whichareassembledcollage-

style, with sectionsdevotedto themes

like thetweedjacket,bowsandthe color

pink, in apop-infusedaestheticthatwill

feel familiar to fansofher films,including

“Marie Antoinette” and “The Bling Ring.”
“I always wanted it to bemoreabout

the feelingof howtheyareworn, andnot
academic,”explainedCoppola,contrasting
the approachwith museumcatalogs.

“I wantedto showhow theywerereally
worn andseethe womenwho wore them
andwhereandhow, from films, events,
shoots,”sheadded.“And of course

I’m a big photography fanandgot into

photographyfrom fashion magazinesas a
kid, so I lovedseeingthe workof all these

great photographersthat I love.”
Coveringthe era from founderGabrielle

“Coco” Chanelthrough to Virginie Viard,
the volumefeaturesfashionphotographs

by the likesof Man Ray, Irving Penn,Steven

Meisel, Helmut Newton, Cecil Beatonand

DominiqueIssermann,includinga contact
sheetof Inès de la Fressangedoing an

uncannyimpressionof coco.

Glossy runwayandeditorial images
arejuxtaposedwith backstageshots
of seamstressesatwork in the Chanel
coutureworkshop,whichemploys150

peopleto make its one-of-a-kind creations.

“I love seeing the bridal photos, after
I've seenthemmakingthemon Stockman

[mannequins]in the atelier– to seewhere

they end up, how theyare worn. It’s all

so beautifulandinspiringto me. I think I

reallyappreciatewhat the studiomakes
because I’ve seenup close what goes into

them,” said Coppola, who frequently

works with Chanel on everythingfrom

short films to showsets.
“Chanel gave meaccess to everything

they had,” she continued.“Kate, our
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films andphotographersthat we love.It

wasreally a hunt, andso excitingto find
the images aswe went.”

Amongher favorites:anAntonio Lopez
illustrationfrom 1983 publishedalongside
aBruceWeberphotoof the samedress.

In additionto famousimages like Marilyn

Monroewith herbottleof No. 5, thereare
lesser-known treasureslike a documentary-

style Willy Rizzo photo from a 1956 fitting; a
black-and-white snap of a1961 showwhere

adachshundstrayedontothe catwalk, or a
candidshotof KristenStewartonthesetof

“Spencer,"wearinganivory hautecouture

gownwith batteredNike sneakers.
Thebook containsunseensketches,

behind-the-scenesdocumentsandpress
clippings, includingtwo wWD coversfrom
1986 featuringdeCastellane,whoalso
sharedher Polaroidsfromthatperiod.
Coppolasatdown withhairstylistOdile
Gilbert to root through boxesof sketches
andDressphotosof herwork with

Lagerfeld at Chanel.
There arecelebritiesgalore,including

Nicole Kidman,AnoukAimée, Romy

Schneider,CatherineDeneuve,Penélope
CruzandElle Fanning,as well as
Kirsten DunstshotatVersailles by Annie

Leibovitzduringthe promotionof “Marie
Antoinette” oneof several personal
touchesCoppolasprinkledin.

Thedirectorincludeda portraitofher

teenselfin FrenchVogue in 1986, andred

carpetimages, includingaWWD photo of

herandMarcJacobsbeforethe2023 Met

Gala.There is also an image of Cailee Spaeny
in herbridal outfit from the set of “Priscilla.”

For thosewho can’t afford the five-figure

price tagsof hautecouture,“Chanel Haute
Couture” – the book– canbesnapped

up for a relatively affordable $115. “I hope
like couture,that it makes you dream,’
Coppolasaid.
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VeronicaWebb in

fall 1987 Chanel

hautecouture.
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Thecover of

“Chanel Haute Couture."

Inèsde la Fressangein fall

1983 Chanel hautecouture.

Elle nning MaG.March

heDirector’s Issue.
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