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PradaMode
Headsto
LondonWith
Cinematic
Installation

The artistic duo Elmgreen &

Dragsetis partnering with the

Pradabrand for the first time.
BY MARTINO CARRERA

MILAN = Exactly20 yearsaftererecting
PradaMarfa – the permanentart
installationin thedesertalongRoute90
in Jeff DavisCounty, Texas – artisticduo

Elmgreen& Dragsethave scoopedtheir
first collaborationwith the Pradabrand.

To besure, thePradaMarfa installation

– a freestandingfaux Pradastorefront
filled with bagsandaccessoriesfrom the
Italian luxury housethat hasgainedcult

status–wasanindependentproject from

the Berlin-based artists,neveraffiliated
with thebrand.

Until now. Theduo hasbeenconscripted
for thenext installmentof PradaMode,
which is headingback to the old Continent,
after a few editions in far-flung destinations.
The13thiterationofthe architecturaland
culturalactivation will takeplacebetween

Oct. 15 and19 in Londonto coincide with

fineart fairFriezeLondon.
For the five-dayevent, Pradaand

Elmgreen& Dragsetaretakingoverthe
Town Hall, the 1937 landmarkin King’s

Cross thatwasrecentlyrestoredinto a
culturaland eventsvenue.

In Prada’susualcross-pollination of

media,the activation’s centerpiece,titled
“The Audience,” is a movie theater-like

spacescatteredwith five life-size human
sculpturesmimickingcinemagoersin
differentposes.

Anadditional hyper-realisticsculpture
of afemalesitting atacafé table,named
“The Conversation,” interactswith the
movie screen,which is to project a fîlm

written by theartisticduo.

Intendedasa shortsnippetseemingly
taken from afeature-lengthdrama movie,

the clip showsa painterandwriter

discussingtheir creativepracticesandis

meantto explore“spectatorshipin the age
of imageoverload,hyperconnectivity,and
attentiondeficit,” Pradasaid.

spectatorshipandredirectingthegaze
of thevisitors. As artists,we haveoften
beeninterestedin makingexhibitions

wherethe audience’sattentionis pulled
in conflictingdirections,spacesthat

wouldencourageadegreeof uncertainty
andwherethespectatorhasto actively

navigateseeminglyfamiliarenvironments
innew ways,” Michael ElmgreenandIngar
Dragset,an artisticduo since1995,saidin

astatement.“Being partof an audience
in acinemaor theaterimpliesbeingone
of many,of sharingan experience,a
momentwithin a spatialchoreography.In
‘TheAudience,’ that shared experience
becomesvisible andthe audiencebecomes

part of the narrativeitself,” they said.
While thecollaboration is Elmgreen

& Dragset’s first with the Pradabrand,
FondazionePrada,the Milan- and Venice-

based art institution ledby Miuccia Prada
andherhusbandPatrizioBertelli, hosted

theduo’s “UselessBodies?” exhibit in 2022

in Milan.

As for previouseditions,PradaMode
Londonwill featureafull agendaof

eventsandactivations,including talks,

conversations, fîlm screeningsand
performances,in additionto DJ sets.

Earlierthisyear,PradaMode traveledto
OsakaandInujimaisland,Japan,andAbu

Dhabi. Theformereventheld lastJunewas
theresultofanartnershinwith Kazuyo

Sejima,the cofounderof architectureand

designfirm SANAA, asreported,while last

February’s iteration in the United Arab

Emirates’ city washeld heldatthe MiZa
district anddevelopedin collaboration with
multidisciplinaryartist TheasterGates.

LastyearPradaMode toucheddown in

Los Angeles, presentingthethird edition
of TheDouble Club, aprojectby Carsten
Hôller, in collaborationwith LunaLunaat
the LunaLunaStudio.
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associationwith the Tokyo metropolitan

governmentandthe TeienArt Museum,
oneof Japan’smain institutions.It was
hostedandcuratedby Sejima.

TheinauguralPradaMode wasstaged
duringArt BaselMiami Beachin 2018. The

following year the formattoucheddownat
Art BaselHong Kong andFriezeLondon,
whilein 2020 Pradabroughtthe members’
club to Parisand to Shanghai,wherethe
brandinvitedproducer,directorandwriter

JiaZhangke to transformthe PradaRong
Zhai villa with asite-specificinstallation
called “Miàn” based onhis cinematic work.

In 2021, the COVID-19-disrupted edition

in Moscow washeld in December,whilein

February2022 theformat toucheddown

in LosAngelesduringFriezefeaturinga
collaborationwith artistMartineSyms.

In November2022,PradaMode headed

to Dubai with a repriseof Damien Hirst’s
“Pharmacy” installation at the ICD

Brookfield Place,askyscraperdesignedby
Foster + Partnersin the heartof the city’s
InternationalFinancialCentre.

Pastiterationsfeaturedworks and
installationsby severalartists, directorsand

photographers, such asJamieDiamond,

Kate Crawford, Trevor Paglen, LeeSook-

Kyung, Kim Jee-Woon,Yeon Sang-hoand

Jeong Dahee,in additionto Gates,Zhangke,
Hirst andSyms,amongothers.

The13th

editionof

PradaMode
will takeplace

in London.
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