
Doubling
Down
Chanel is doubling down on
its commitmentto the art
world by signing a three-

year partnershipwith the
CentrePompidou,this time

focusedon contemporary
Chineseart.

The initiative will include

anacquisitionfund that
will strengthenPompidou’s
permanentcollectionof

contemporaryChinese
art by 30percentandwill

include significantaddition
of worksby femaleartists.

“We are proud that the

multifaceted and long-

term partnershipbetween

Chanel andCentre

Pompidou celebrates

creativity in China, bringing
it to diverse audiencesin

Paris, Shanghai, and around

theworld,” said YanaPeel,

presidentof art, culture and

heritageatChanel.

Spanningmediums
such asdigital art, video,

installation, sculpture,

painting, and photography,
the initiative will identify and

supportChineseartistswho

are shaping theforefront of

contemporary creativity in

China; it will also integrate
historical works by pivotal

namesnot yet represented
in the collection.

Theacquisitionswill

inform future exhibition
proaramsat Shanahai’s
WestBund Museum

X Centre Pompidou in

Shanghai,a cultural

collaboration setup in 2019.
In addition, a research

program will becreated
to complementthe

acquisitions. Itwill examine

thehistoryof the Centre

Pompidou'scollection
of Chinese art and its
evolution since2020. The

findings will be sharedwith

thepublic via publications
andevents.

“Chanel’s generous
supportwill help us
continue a long-lasting
artisticstorybetween
ourmuseumandChinese

artists.China is oneof the
first major countriesand
artisticscenes in which

we [National Museumof
Modern Art, housedin the

CentrePompidou] have
beenin dialoguewith since
the 1930s,”Xavier Rey,
directorof the National

Museum of ModernArt at
Centre Pompidou,said in
anexclusiveinterview with
WWD.

“The ambition of the
partnershipis to continue
the researchon theyoung
generationof Chinese

artistsandto have a sense
of the diversityof cultural

attempts to tacklethe
challengesof humanity
today,including climate
change,technologyversus
humanitv anddialoaues
betweensocieties,” he

said.

Innovation is amajor
themeexploredby

contemporaryChinese

artists,accordingto Rey.

“Young Chinese artists

are happy to dealwith a

lot of mediums. They are
currentlyparticipating
in a global movement
of renewingthe classic

painting– there isa long
tradition of paintings in

China,” he added.
On Sept. 26, a signing

ceremonywasheld at the

Villa Basset,the residence

of the French Consul
in Shanghai.Keynote

speakersincludedRey,

CharlotteJozan,managing
directorof mainland
Chinaat Chanel, andJoan

Valadou, consul generalof

France in Shanghai.
Chanel’s partnership

with Pompidou began
in 2019.Lastyear, the
museumlaunchedits first

survey of contemporary
Chineseartsince2003.
Titled “China – A New
Generationof Artists,” the
exhibition includesworks

by 21 artists born in the late

1970sthroughthe early
1990s,a time of economic

boom.
CentrePompidou’s

contemporaryChinese
collection holds 267works

from 83 artists since 1976.
— DENNI HU

The BeautyCenterat FIT.
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