
Courrèges
Theinvitation for the Courrèges showat
ParisFashionWeek wasapair of black

sunglasses.“Bring me to the show,” read
thefine print at the bottomof thebox.

Not everyonegot the memo:while

front-rowguestsNaomiWatts andEmma
Chamberlaindonnedthewraparound
sunnies,Kim PetrasandWooyoung,of

K-pop bandAteez, camewithout.
Creative directorNicolasDi Felicecalled

his springcollection,shownon awhite
circularset: “Blinded by the Sun.” Having

spentpart of the summerin Ibiza, he

meantit both literallyand metaphorically,
at a time when it’s easy to feel blindsided

by reality,nevermindglobalwarming.

For thosewhowant to shutout the
world or enjoy completesunprotection

– heofferedbaseballcapsdrapedwith full

face-coveringveils, inspiredby alook from
thearchives.The filmy fabricwastucked

into miniskirts andslit openat the sideto
revealmatchingbikini tops– concealing
andrevealingat the sametime.

As the weatherreport onthe soundtrack

announcedrisingtemperatures,the clothes

gentlypeeledoff. Backlessswimsuit tops
werespliced into freshtakeson the Space

Age label’s signaturedrop-waisted A-line

minis,while thesleevesonbulky leather

jacketszippedopento reveal barearms.
Di Felice took the slim fabric-covered

beltsfavoredby founder AndréCourrèges
andstackedthem intoglossy vinyl tops,
skirtsanddressesthat looked faintly
like Venetianblinds. He subtlyelongated
the brand’ssignaturecheckto evoke solar

panels.

As the lightingcrankedup, morepeople
whippedout their shades. “Is it getting
hotter in here?” wonderedone guest.
Themodels,meanwhile,shieldedbehind

dresseswith stiff frontpanelsinspiredby
nylon carsunshades.“Even if they look

quitestiff and quite couture,shecan bend,
shecansit,” Di Felice noted.

A designerwith a strongtechnical
bent,hecansometimesgetcaughtup in

complexconstructions.This season,he

kept the clothes easybreezy.The world is

complicatedenough.–JoelleDiderich
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