
StellaMcCartney
It’s hard to beatStella McCartney for
contentcreation.Here is a designerwith

afamousnamewho plantedcopiesof The

StellaTimesnewspaperoneveryseatat

theshow, andthen describedit backstage

as “a collector’s item.”
Thenewspaperfeaturedhermission

statementfor the season,“Come
Together,” inspiredby TheBeatles song,
whichappealedto humansto live in

harmonywith nature.Therewasalsoa
Q&A with McCartney’s pal– andnew
collaborator= Eva Mendes; a look at the

designer’s new carbon-zapping denim’ and
liberaluseof the word f-k in the headlines
andimages.All signatureStella.

McCartney saidshewantedthespring
seasonto beabout“bringing togetherthe
Stellawardrobe,the peoplethat I love,and
all the innovation, which is so important,”
shesaid, adding,“There’s a lot going on,
onthat runway,thingsthathavenever
beenseenbefore.”

Thenewspaperwasjust the start.There
wereredcarpetentrances HelenMirren!
Robin Wright! JennaColeman! IceSpice!

Woody Harrelsoneven madeasurprise

appearance,asthe crowdsgathered
outsidethe CentrePompidou,craning
their necksto seeall the stars.

Beforethe first look evenappeared,
Academy Award-winnerMirren stepped
ontothe runwayto recite the lyrics to

“Come Together” asif it wereamonologue
or a poem,althoughtheysometimes
soundedsilly without the thunderybass

guitar, playedby McCartney’s fatherPaul,

in thebackground.
Thecollectionitselfwasatale of

multiple silhouettes,andproportions.
Shouldershadswagger,waistswere
nippedandhemlineswide.

McCartneyappliedclassiccorsetshapes
andexaggerated,sculpturalshouldersto
her signature,oversizemannishjackets,
andevento cuteskaterdresseswith
crinolines.At times,however, McCartney

went too far with the broadshoulders.

A stylishbaby-doll dresswith blue
embroidery,anda redcrochettutu had
hemlinesso widethey’d havetrouble

fitting throughthe doorway.But this is
Paris,the landof the Marie Antoinette,
andpanniersandunderskirtsaremakinga
comebackfor spring.

Forthosewhowant to sailthrough
doorwayswithout gettingstuck,Stellahad
solutionsin theform of brightlycolored,

body-congownswith longsleevesandslits

upthefront, anda neat, white bandage
minidress which didn’t take up much space.

Thedesigneralsoshowedoff hermany
fabric innovations.Thosefeatherybits

ona longlavenderdressandcandypink
bodysuit turnedout to be paintedbitsof

greenery,andenvelopedthemodels like a
cloud. McCartney said she’d much rather

pluck greensfromthe groundthanfeathers
frombirds, andpaidhomageto her avian

friendsin otherways, too,with oversize

puffball tops in aqua,creamandbabypink.
Othereveningpieceswere shiny,

including asculptural straplessdress

coveredin bright purple sequinswhich

were madefrom recycled andbio-plastics,
andseaweed-basedonesgrownin thelab.

Someeveningdressesdidn’t fit aswell as
thatlovely sequinone,with bodices on

gownslooking stiff andhardasbreastplates.
Therewasa lot to take in, andthe

runwaycouldhavedonewith some
editing,but youcan’t knock McCartneyfor

knowinghowtowork thespotlight,andget
hermessagesout there. SamanthaConti
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