
Yet the inimitablehandwritingof Piccioli
his graceful,sculpturalsilhouettes,his

opulentuseof color, his romanticismemas

shonethrough, thrustingBalenciagain an
excitingnew direction.

The Italian designer,who hada one-

year hiatusafterexiting Valentino, also

provedhe’s in tune with fashion’s current

obsessionwith bringingsexyback,his

croppedshirtsandleathertopsrevealing

large slicesof tonedmidriffs.

Thatsaid, Piccioli madenoapologies
for openingthe showwith the sackdress,
introduced in 1957anda radical departure
fromthe stiff, hourglassshapesof theera.

“That dress is sorelevant andso

meaningful,becauseit freedwomenfrom
their restrictions,” hesaid backstage.

To wit: Piccioli built his first Balenciaga
collectiononnewversionsof the gazar
fabricsthefounderused to achieve volume
with lightness,his mostimportantlegacy.

Underlying theseinnovations is a
kindnessandgoodwillthat Piccioli has
demonstratedhis entirecareer,and
maybe that’s thenewestthing in fashion.
Welcome backPierpaolo!– Miles Socha

TheReviews
Balenciaga
Scorched-earth policies areso lastseason:
Most designersmakingtheir debutsat
Europeanheritagehousesfor spring2026

arepayinghomage to thecreativesthat

camebeforethem.
Perhapsnonemoregallantlythan

PierpaoloPiccioli, whose strongdebut
at BalenciagaonSaturdaynight drew

manystraightlines– andsomedotted
ones to CristôbalBalenciaga, and to the
two21st-centurytalentswho propelled
thebrand into thebig leagues:Nicolas

GhesquièreandDemna,now leadingLouis

VuittonandGucci respectively.
“I don’t want to deny what hasbeen

herebefore,” hetold ahuddleof editors

andwell-wishers after theshow, whose

celebrityguestsincludedIsabelleHuppert,
KristenScottThomas,AnneHathaway,
FKA Twigs and– to the puzzlementof

many MeghanMarkle.
Thereweremomentswhenyou

wonderedif youmightbechezValentino,
wherePiccioli spentthe lion’s shareof

his career.Amongthe VIPsarriving at
thesteamy,cross-shapedvenuewere

Giancarlo Giammetti, Valentino Garavani’s
longtimebusinessparter,who arrivedwith

Georgina Brandolini,a longtimemuseand
collaboratorof the Roman couturier.

But oncethe showgotunderway the
first modelwearinga sleevelessblack

sack dressaccessorizedwith fierce, bug-

eyed sunglasses Piccioli’s methodology

wasclear.
Nods to the founderweremany,

includingT-shirt, white shirt andblack
leathercapeversionsof thefounder’s
famous Darth Vader-esque1967 wedding
ensemble;andnumerousballoondresses
andskirts,the moststrikingin blackleather.

Cristôbal’s famoustulip dresswas
cross-pollinated with Demna’s streetwear

sensibility in baggyBermudashorts,
sometimesin khaki,sometimesin denim
with rips and tears.Jeansalso came in wide-

legged versions, dragging under the feet as
Demna wouldhavethem,minus the mud.

The tall ridinghatsandegg-shaped
coatswith big buttons wereanecho

of Ghesquière’s fall 2006Balenciaga
collection,while supersizedandpint-sized
versionsof Le City Bag tookyou backto his

first “It” accessory, introducedin 2001.
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