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Chanel
TheplanetsalignedforChanelinParison
Mondaynight.

Aftermonthsofexcruciatingbuildup,
MatthieuBlazydeliveredacasestudyin
brandrejuvenationwithashowatthe
GrandPalaisthatmanagedtofeelboth
spectacularandunexpectedlyintimate.

Newly(re)mintedbrandambassador
NicoleKidman,flankedbyherdaughters
SundayRoseandFaithMargaret,joined
celebritiesincludingMargotRobbie,
PenélopeCruz,AyoEdebiriandPedro
Pascalinsidetherecentlyrenovated
glass-and-steelbuilding,whichhad
beentransformedintoaplanetarium
symbolizingthe"UniverseofChanel.">
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Thegiantorbs,reflectedinaglossy
blackfloormarbledwithcoloredpigment,
madeforanotherworldlybackdrop
reminiscentofKarlLagerfeld'smost
spectacularshowsets.

At8:14p.m.precisely,itwastime
forfashion'sequivalentofthemoon
landing.(That'sonlyamildexaggeration,
consideringthatBlazyisjustthefourth
officialcreativedirectorinthehistoryof
the115-year-oldbrand.)>
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Thedesignerhadteasedtheshowwith
ahandfulofblack-and-whiteimagesby
veteranphotographerDavidBaileythat
suggestedhewouldtakethehouseina
starklyminimaldirection.It turnedout
thatwasonlypartofthestory.

Hisfirstlookwasacheckedwool
pantsuitwiththejacketchoppedoff.The
ideawasinspiredbyfounderGabrielle
"Coco"Chanel'shabitofborrowingclothes
fromherboyfriendArthur"Boy"Capel.

BothwereclientsofCharvet,soBlazy
tappedtheFrenchheritageshirtmakerto
helphimdevelopitemslikeanoversized
whitetuxedoshirtthathepairedwitha
swoopingblackskirt,orastripedmen's
shirtthatwascroppedandwornwith
ascarletballgowncoveredinfeathery
tendrils.

"Iwasinterestedintherevolutionshe
brought,andtherewasnowayback,"an
elatedBlazyexplainedaftertheshow."She
decidedforherselfwhatshecouldbe,and
shecouldbebothfacesofthesamecoin."

Chanel'sandrogynousleaningswere
balancedbyahighlyseductiveapproach
toeveningwear,hefound.Blazychanneled
itthroughsilkyseparatesandslithering
gownsinagraphicpaletteofbeige,
ivoryandblack,whichresonatedwith
theFrenchcapital'scelebrationofthe
centenaryofArtDeco.> Runway
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Chanel'sminimalperfumepackaging,
inspiredbyherchildhoodspentin
anorphanageintheCistercianabbey
ofAubazine,wasechoedinadrop-
waistedtunicwithafullmidiskirt.Knits,
conversely,weredenseandtextural,with
skirtsthecolorandtextureofstraw,and
topsthatlookedlikeshreddedpaper.

Blazysaidhewasinspiredbywheat
sheaves,oneofCoco'smanyluckycharms.
Goldversionsdangledfromablacksack
dress,andtheyappearedasfuzzyallover
embroideryonanoatmealtweedcoat.

Thatnotallofit waseasilydigestible
workedinBlazy'sfavor.Underhis
predecessorVirginieViardandthestudio
teamthatsucceededher,ChanelreliedRunway
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onbrandcodeswritlarge- witnessthe
giantpearlnecklacehandbagsofitslast
collection.Blazyliterallysquishedthose
codes,proposingacomplex,layered
interpretationthatpromisestogivethe
brandfreshculturalrelevance.

Describinghisfirstseasonasa

chain,ormadeintheburgundyleather
traditionallyusedforitslining.

"Ididn'tknowwhattodowithit.I
startedtoplaywithit,changethechain,
embroider,changetheleather.Itdidn't
work,"herecalled.

"AndsuddenlyIthought,howcan
wetakethisbag,notjustexplodeit,but
almostmakeitlikeit'sbeenborrowed
fromyourgreat-grandmother,andthen
passedthroughgenerations,andyouwent
toapartyintheLowerEastSideorinParis
atPigalle- somethinglived,something
cherished,"Blazysaid.

Hisultrasofttakeonthebrand's
signaturetwo-toneflats,meanwhile,was
inspiredbyachocolatepraline.

"rollercoaster,"hesaidhewasinitially
overwhelmedbythearchive."Itwastoo
muchbeauty,almost,andI didn'tknow
wheretotakeitfrom,"herecalled."The
goodthingwiththecodesofChanelisthat
youcanalsoreducethem.Theystilllook
likeChanel."

Acaseinpoint:thebrand'siconic
quiltedhandbag,knownasthe2.55,which
heputthroughthewringer,strippedofits
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Blazy'sgreatestchallenge,perhaps,
wasthetweedsuit.Heofferedfrayedand
fringedversionsincozyblankettextures,
whichtooktheircuefromChanel'soffhand
approachtoherownclothes,whichshe
sharedwithanotherlover,theDukeof
Westminster."Shesawhimasthechicest
manonearth,becausehelikedtowearhis
clotheswornandused,"hesaid.

Somecameininflatedproportionsthat
weretechnicallyintriguing,thoughnot
alwaysflattering.Amongthemostalluring
werethecheckedversionswithlow-slung
wrapskirts,whichhesaidwereinspired
byanarchivalsuit.

"ThereareChanelwomenallaroundthe
world,andI sawthatsuitfrom1964and
whatwassomesmerizingaboutthissuit
isthatIcouldn'ttellwhereitcamefrom,"
hesaid."ItcouldhavebeenFrench,but
maybefromotherhorizons."

Backtothatcosmicshowset.Blazysaid
hewantedtoconveyanideaoffreedom
andborderlessdressing."Wealllookat
thesamesky.Weallseethestars.There
issomethinguniversal.Itshouldalsobe
beautifulandenjoyable,andthisiswhatwe
havetoproposealsoinfashion,"hesaid.

ModelAwarOdhiangclosedtheshow
inanivorysilkT-shirt,slitopeninthe
back,wornwithaballskirtcoveredin
multicoloredflowers.Assheclappedher
handsanddancedtowardsBlazy,the
audiencerosewitharoarofapproval.By
reachingforthestars,thedesignerjustset
Chanelonaneworbit.-JoelleDiderich Runway
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